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. . . Department for Levelling Up,
NPPF publication in December. Housing & Communities

Highlights:

* SoS Michael Gove said that the new NPPF focused on five
key principles — beauty, infrastructure, democracy, the
environment and neighbourhood — and affirmed the "vital
importance” of planning.

National Planning Policy Framework

December 2023

See: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65ai1af7e8fsecooof1f8c4,6/NPPF December 2023.pdf



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf

REVIEW OF SYSTEM OF STATUTORY

CONSULTATION

Annex A - full list of statutory consultees

Canal and River Trust
Civil Aviation Authority
Also announced... Coal Authority
Crown Estate Commissioners
Department for Culture, Media and Sport

1 1 1 1 Depart tof E d Climate Ch
An independent review into the workings of the statutory consultee e e g Affairs
system, including whether the current group of consulteesis Department for Transport
. . Environment Agency
appropriate, as part of a package of measures to speed up the planning Engish Heriage
Forestry Commission
prOC@SS- Garderr1yHistory Society
Health and Safety Executive
c c . 5 c o . High A
Review is being led by Sam Richards of Britain Remade, a campaign Minisiry of Defence
o o o Natural England
group Whose aimistoto promOte economic 9r0Wth- Ngtitg:al /-r\llgl! ?)r::ntrol Transport Services and Operators of Officially

Safeguarded Civil Aerodromes
Rail Network Operators
Sport England

He said: "We can both better protect our natural world and dramatically e e essionarics
speed up getting things built in Britain.

Planning Bodies (including Local Planning Authorities, and Local Highway
Authorities)

I A A 14
L ilding!
et S g et bU d g Please note all statutory consultees are not consulted on all planning
applications. The circumstances for statutory consultation are set out in the
Development Management Procedure Order:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/2184/article/20/made



Recent publication on PD & Change of Use

Consultation:

Changes to various permitted
development rights: consultation

See:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consult

ations/changes-to-various-permitted-
development-rights-
consultation/changes-to-various-
permitted-development-rights-
consultation#:~:text=Scope%200f%20th
e%20consultation, -

Topic%200f%20this&text=This%20consul

tation%20contains%2oproposed%2ochan

ges,improve%2oand%:2o0enlarge%2otheir

%20homes.

See:
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.u

k/documents/SN00485/SNoo485.pdf

House of Commons
Library

Research Briefing

14 February 2024

Planning in England: Permitted
development and change of use

By Felicia Rankl

Summary

1 Permitted development rights

2  Use classes and change of use

3 Indetail: Permitted development rights to deliver new homes

4  Statistics: New homes delivered through permitted
development rights

5  Views on permitted development rights to deliver new homes


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation/changes-to-various-permitted-development-rights-consultation#:~:text=Scope%20of%20the%20consultation,-Topic%20of%20this&text=This%20consultation%20contains%20proposed%20changes,improve%20and%20enlarge%20their%20homes.
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN00485/SN00485.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN00485/SN00485.pdf

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN UPDATE

* Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is here: Why it's important:

* BNG is one of the biggest changes to planning in over 30 years. It's likely to affect over
100,000 planning applications every year. It's an issue for all aerodrome safequarders
to manage.

* For applications from 12 February 2024, developers of housing, commercial and
industrial siteswill be required to deliver a net gain of 10%

* Gains can be delivered: (i) on-site; (ii) off-site — on either land controlled by a
developer or through the purchase of biodiversity units; or (iii) through the purchase
of statutory credits.

* It's possible to combine all three options; however, developers are instructed to
prioritise on-site, then off-site, with credits being the option of last resort (also most
expensive).



BNG SCOTLAND & NORTHERN IRELAND

- DAERA: “... there is currently no statutory requirement to operate the Biodiversity
Net Gain concept in Northern Ireland. Officials in DAERA will consider the various
approaches being adopted in GB, when offering advice on the matter for the
consideration of the incoming Minister.” Biodiversity and Wildlife Branch

* The Scottish Govt. have published the Biodiversity Draft Planning Guidance (Nov
‘23) https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-draft-planning-
guidance-biodiversity/

* NatureScot: “We are undertaking a Scottish Government commission to prepare a
Scottish biodiversity metric. This will include stakeholder engagement, including
early engagement with the Peat Expert Advisory Group."


https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-draft-planning-guidance-biodiversity/

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN &

AERODROME SAFEGUARDING

* The Planning Practice Guidance contains the following guidance under the header
‘determination of the planning application’ that refers to aerodrome safeguarding:

* Paragraph 018: How are significant onsite habitat enhancements treated as part of the
determination of the planning application?

» Decision-makers will also need to consider wider matters, which may indicate whether
the proposed type and location of the significant enhancement are suitable for that
location. For example: highways safety, designated heritage assets, increasing or
restricting access to nearby natural areas (depending on the sensitivity of nearby
habitats), and the impact on aviation safety. It is particularly important that planning
applications provide sufficient detail of habitat enhancements to enable proper
consideration of the impact on aviation safety.



Paragraph 020: How should Aerodrome Safeguarding be taken into account when significant onsite
enhancements are being considered?

The Town and Country Planning (safeguarded aerodromes, fechnical sites and military explosives storage areas)
Direction 2002 requires local planning authorities to consulf the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), the Secretary of State
for Defence, or the aerodrome operator, where development being proposed is located within consultation areas
specified on a safeguarding map of an Officially Safeguarded Aerodrome.

The planning system and the Aerodrome Safeguarding process play an important part in supporting aviation safety,
including fo profect aircraff from increased bird-strike. In relation fo bird-strike hazards, where a development is
located within the bird strike consultation area of an Officially Safequarded Aerodrome (a 13km circle depicted on a
safeguarding map), the local planning authority should consult the relevant aerodrome operator. The creation of
significant onsite habitat enhancements to support the biodiversity gain objective for developments near aerodromes
could cause greater risk of bird-strike if the enhancement includes wildlife aftractant features. Bird strikes pose a
serious threat fo aviation safety and any significant on-site enhancement that may increase this risk will be regarded as
inappropriate by the CAA and aerodrome operators. Before determining planning applications decision-makers must
consider the comments provided by the CAA or aerodrome operator in relation fo any impacts of proposed on-site
enhancements on aviation safefy.

Where enhancements are being proposed which may include features likely fo attract water fowl and other birds
within safeguarding areas the applicant is encouraged fo engage with the Secretary of State for Defence (where this
may affect a military aerodrome), the relevant aerodrome operator, and the local planning authority fo understand the
safeguarding considerations for their development before submitting the planning application. This is to ensure that
any issue can be addressed in the design and detail of the proposed development.



BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN &

AERODROME SAFEGUARDING — LEGAL AGREEMENTS

There is a requirement for applicants to legally secure off-site gains and significant on-site gains for at least
30 years.

There are 2 types of legal agreement for BNG:
e A planning obligation (section 106) with an LPA
e A conservation covenant agreement with a ‘responsible body’

* The guidance on legal agreements sets out several matters that applicants/developers must agree with

the LPA or responsible body prior to the legal agreement being created. Crucially for aviation safety, the
following requirement is included:

If the habitat or enhancement is within the wildlife consultation area of an aerodrome, you must
agree that it does not harm aircraff operations.

You'll need to agree that the relevant aerodrome:
was notified of the proposed agreement.

+ had the opportunity fo assess for potential hazards fo aircraft operations.

- s satisfied with the risk fo aviation safety.



BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN &

AERODROME SAFEGUARDING — LEGAL AGREEMENTS

The guidance for local planning authorities also contains the following requirement:
- Before LPAs create a legal agreement, they must check:

* that they have the right licences, consents and permits

+ that the baseline and habitats are accurate

- if the habitat or enhancement is within the wildlife consultation area of an aerodrome and that it
does not harm aircraft operations


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legal-agreements-to-secure-your-biodiversity-net-gain#what-youll-need-to-agree-with-your-lpa-or-responsible-body
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legal-agreements-to-secure-your-biodiversity-net-gain#what-youll-need-to-agree-with-your-lpa-or-responsible-body
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legal-agreements-to-secure-your-biodiversity-net-gain#what-youll-need-to-agree-with-your-lpa-or-responsible-body

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN &

AERODROME SAFEGUARDING

OUTSIDE OF THE PLANNING APPLICATION PROCESS
- Habitat Banking

- Habitat creation, enhancement and management is allowed to begin on a gain
site before allocating off-site units on it . Government considers that this *habitat
banking’ will enable delivery of larger, more strategic sites. It effectively means
that landowners can increase the biodiversity value of their land and then sell this
uplift as off-site BNG units.

* This is an area of the guidance that presents a great deal of uncertainty from an
aerodrome safequarding perspective, and leaves airports potentially exposed to
an increased bird hazard risk through biodiversity enhancements being delivered
on sites in advance of a planning application being submitted and before a legal
agreement has been secured.



BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN &

AERODROME SAFEGUARDING

- The government is keen for the creation of a commercial market for biodiversity
units. Land available for BNG should be placed on the biodiversity gain register.

* The Biodiversity Unit Finder by the Future Homes Hub, is a service for landowners
and land managers with off-site biodiversity units, to link up with potential buyers.

* The location of any off-site BNG will impact the calculation. Off-site gains in a
neighbouring local planning authority (LPA) will be worth fewer biodiversity units
than off-site gains in the same LPA as the development. Off-site gains beyond the
neighbouring LPA will be worth even fewer.


https://futurehomes.org.uk/biodiversityunitfindermap?utm_campaign=879825_Weekly%20News%2022%2F09%2F2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=COUNTRY%20LAND%20AND%20BUSINESS%20ASSOCIATION%20LIMITED&dm_i=6UAG,K03Y,1K93,2K9II,1

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN - FURTHER INFO.

Natural England’s video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVRqVZYkMLc

Natural England’s brochure: https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/183/2022/03/BNG-Brochure Final Compressed.pdf

U.K. Government: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversity-net-gain

British Standards Institute: https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/bsi-
knowledge/sustainability/the-little-book-of-biodiversity-net-gain/

Natural England’s Biodiversity Metric:
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6049804846366720

NatureScot: https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-
development/planning-and-development-advice/planning-and-development-enhancing-
biodiversity

DAERA: https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/ni-biodiversity-checklist-documents



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVR9VZYkMLc
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/183/2022/03/BNG-Brochure_Final_Compressed.pdf
https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/183/2022/03/BNG-Brochure_Final_Compressed.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversity-net-gain
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/bsi-knowledge/sustainability/the-little-book-of-biodiversity-net-gain/
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/bsi-knowledge/sustainability/the-little-book-of-biodiversity-net-gain/
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6049804846366720
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/planning-and-development-advice/planning-and-development-enhancing-biodiversity
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/planning-and-development-advice/planning-and-development-enhancing-biodiversity
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-and-development/planning-and-development-advice/planning-and-development-enhancing-biodiversity
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/ni-biodiversity-checklist-documents

CURRENT CAA CONSULTATIONS

» Consultation on proposals for existing aerodromes that wish to accommodate VTOL
aircraft. See https://consultations.caa.co.uk/air-trafficcmanagement/vertiport-design-
proposal-for-existing-aerodrome/

» Consultation on All Weather Operations and Fuel/Energy Planning and Management
Consultation Paper — See https://consultations.caa.co.uk/flight-operations-policy/copy-of-
awo-and-fuel-energy-planning-and-managemen/

* Consultation on Atypical air environments — Proposed Policy —
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-and-airspace-regulation-group/cap-2968-atypical-
operations-consultation-first- ed/



https://consultations.caa.co.uk/air-traffic-management/vertiport-design-proposal-for-existing-aerodrome/
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/air-traffic-management/vertiport-design-proposal-for-existing-aerodrome/
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/flight-operations-policy/copy-of-awo-and-fuel-energy-planning-and-managemen/
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/flight-operations-policy/copy-of-awo-and-fuel-energy-planning-and-managemen/
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-and-airspace-regulation-group/cap-2968-atypical-operations-consultation-first- ed/
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/safety-and-airspace-regulation-group/cap-2968-atypical-operations-consultation-first- ed/

BIRD FLU (AVIAN INFLUENZA): LATEST

SITUATION IN ENGLAND

* Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 was confirmed on Wednesday
February 14 at a commercial poultry premises near Hutton Cranswick, East
Yorkshire.

- A 3km protection zone and a 10km surveillance zone have been declared around
the premises.

* The current bird flu strain became widespread in UK wild bird populations in 2022,
particularly in seabirds and waterfowl, after being initially recorded in great skuas
in the summer of 2021.

- https://[www.gov.uk/quidance/report-dead-wild-birds


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/report-dead-wild-birds
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