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Recognised Group representing LA 
Interests on Civil Aviation 

Airspace Noise Engagement Group

Airspace Strategy Board

UKRI Future of Flight Stakeholder

Independent Transport Commission Sponsor

Industry Member Workshops

Why Are We Here?
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LAs major stakeholder in the future development of 
the drone sector:

Potential large user group

Key filter and representatives for public sentiment

Influential stakeholder – policy and regulation

Regulatory function – currently through byelaws/land use planning, 
in future through responsibilities delegated to local level

Why are we Here? - LAs Significance to Drone Sector
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LGA’s Special Interest Group
23 Years Active

30+ Member Authorities

Representing 12m People

75% UK Airport Passengers

80% Of Freight

Membership & Representation
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Membership & Representation – For Drones?

330+ LGA Authorities Impacted? 
455 Planning Authorities

26 Directly Elected Mayors
Scotland – 32 Local Authorities

Wales 22 Principal Councils

N.I. – 11 Local Councils 
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Applications – Commercial and Authorities

Saving Money
Improving Services And Reach

Services, Distribution and Cost Efficiencies
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Applications – Commercial
Linking Distribution Networks

Last Mile Delivery (e.g. Royal Mail)
Infrastructure Inspection

Commercial Building Surveys
Events Monitoring

Auto Action Working Drones
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Applications - Local Authority User Benefits
Drones prospectively offer LAs a number of 

important user benefits
Enhanced Safety 

More Efficient/Flexible use of Resources (i.e. Cost Savings)

Access to Better Information and Insight

Improving / Extending the Reach and Speed of LA Services

Improving the Quality of Service Delivery

Securing Wider Economic Benefits
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Applications - Local Authority
Blue Light

Delivery of Health & Social Care

Real Time Traffic, Infrastructure and Events Monitoring

Buildings and Infrastructure Inspections

Coastal and Green management

Land Use and Environment Surveys and Digital Mapping

Data Gathering & Enforcement 

Resource Management
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Local Authorities  - Issues Impacting Adoption

Little understanding of sector and its potential relevance to LAs.

No systematic assessment of value or issues they give rise to.

No strategy for use/control of drone operations.

Availability of human & financial resources to implement.

Control and Monitoring Interfaces.

Training and Knowledge Base.



LAs and Advanced Air Mobility

Immediate issue for LAs

User as well as regulator.
First public interface.

Critical to securing long 
term social license.

Short to medium term issue.

Not tied solely to airfields.

Role in mobility?
Commercial / public not yet 
defined.

Infrastructure needed.

Airport LAs already engaged.

Change to propulsion – net zero
Distributed/regional aviation.

Important to improve access to 
remote and rural areas.

Airfields important assets.

ARPAS/PWC

12
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Types

ARPAS/PWC
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Types
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ARPAS/PWC

Scale 2030
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Requirements – Local Authorities

Take off, Landing, Recharging, Ground Handling Facilities

Dedicated Drone Port? Rooftop? Small & GA Aerodromes?

Airspace Zoning – Local and Wider

Local Airspace Regulation / Management 

Airspace

(National / Local Split)
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Requirements – Local Authorities
User & Type Approvals (National)

Certification & Licencing (National & Local)

Planning Permissions & Implications (Local)

Community Impacts (Noise / Privacy / Acceptance) (Local)

Under-utilised Public Spaces? (Local)

Emergency & Safety Planning (National & Local)

LA Use In-House / Contracted? (Local)
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Current Policy

Aviation Policy Framework (2013)  
Aviation Strategy 2050 (2018)

NPPF
PPG 24?

UK Air Traffic Management &
Un-manned Aircraft Act 2021



Available Insights for LAs

LA participation in 
Future of Flight 

supported drone trial

Work of Catapult of 
Droneport Planning 

Applications

No single source explanation of the industry, potential user 
benefits, guidance on how to assess the value to an authority, how 

to initiate services, potential future regulatory role. 19



advancing sustainable aviation policy
on behalf of local communities

Local Authority Facilitators

LA’s as Regulators & Users

Development of Policy & Guidance

Policy, Guidance & Regulation Incremental?

Strategic Vision, Joined-Up Thinking & Agencies

Pathway For Regulation Essential

Fundamentals Needed Now

Resource
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Identify Division of Responsibilities

Government and Airspace Agencies Resourcing

Local Government Resource & Expertise

Meshing & Updating Existing Policy & Strategy

LA Planning Implications 

(location, safety, noise and nuisance, local plans)

Local Authorities  - Need
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Plotted Enablement Pathway
Division of Responsibilities

Awareness of What is Required of Parties
What, When, How and By Whom

Financing of LA Resources?

Not a Free For All!

Local Authority  - ASKS
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Create less fragmented structures that bring Government 
departments and key stakeholders together behind 
delivering the final strategy that encompasses the 

inevitable growth with local environmental,
infrastructure and economic needs.  

Last Slide from Previous Forum

Familiar?
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SASIG and Drones

SASIG Developing Drones Bureau
Recruiting More Local Authorities

Working with Industry Bodies
Partnerships (Future of Flight / ARPAS etc.)

Port developers potentially
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Thank You


