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Dear Keith,

Thank you for your letter of 4 March, following our meeting on the 20
January. | was pleased to meet with you and the team to hear about the work
of SASIG on behalf of Local Authorities and others.

Since our meeting, you will have seen that the Global Travel Taskforce
launched on 2 March. Led by the Secretary of State for Transport as a
successor to the Global Travel Taskforce that made recommendations in
November 2020, the Taskforce is aimed at facilitating a return to international
travel, while managing the risk from imported cases and variants of concern.
As detailed in the Terms of Reference, the Taskforce will:

e Consider policy proposals to set out a possible pathway to safely
reopen international travel, taking account of scientific and clinical data;

e In partnership with industry, develop an implementation plan for the
adoption of any recommendations to enable government, industry and
consumers to prepare for when any decisions are taken;

e Consider how to implement recommendations from the previous Global
Travel Taskforce, to facilitate tourist and business travel;

e Ensure that any shorter-term changes act as a bridge to longer-term
objectives on delivering vaccine certification to facilitate travel (noting
this work is being conducted in parallel) and global standardisation of
border measures.

Over the coming days the Department will be engaging a wide variety of
stakeholders in transport and tourism through a range of meetings, as well as
our international partner countries, to ensure we have a comprehensive and
workable plan.



In addition to this engagement, | also wanted to ensure that you have the
opportunity to offer your thoughts and share any written evidence or ideas
with us and the GTT teams across Whitehall. Please send your contributions
to globaltraveltaskforce@dft.gov.uk

The Government is also developing a forward-looking strategic framework on
the recovery of the sector, which we will engage with the industry on and will
publish later this year. Officials will be able to share further details of how
SASIG can participate in this work nearer the time.

Picking up on your members’ question on financial support, the Government
recognises the challenging times facing the air transport sector due to
COVID-19. The sector is crucial to the UK’s economy and businesses across
the industry can draw on the unprecedented package of economic measures
we have put in place during this time. This includes the Recovery Loan
Scheme from 6 April 2021, Time-to-Pay flexibilities with tax bills, financial
support for employees and the VAT deferral new payment scheme.

The extension of Government-backed loans and furlough payments
announced at the Budget build on this and will help ensure this vital and
vibrant part of the UK economy is ready to bounce back in the wake of the
pandemic.

We renewed the Airport and Ground Operator Support Scheme for six
months — until September 2021 — offering up to £4m to eligible commercial
airports and ground handlers in England to support during the period where
restrictions on international travel remain as set out in the Prime Minister’s
recovery roadmap. The scheme will open for applications in May and
payments will be made to successful applicants by the end of the summer.

In total, we estimate that by the end of April 2021 the air transport sector
(airlines, airports and related services) will have benefited from around £7bn
of Government support since the start of the pandemic. As always, any
further intervention would need to be on terms to protect the interests of
taxpayers.

Regarding the question of lack of progress on Airspace Modernisation, we
recognise that the timescales in which airspace modernisation will take place
will change in light of the pandemic. We also need to consider what changes
may be required to how individual organisations progress their individual
airspace changes and they will interact with NATS and Airspace Change
Organising Group (ACOG.)



| was pleased to see SASIG join the Airspace Strategy Board last week. |
hope that | was able to provide some assurance that despite the current
international crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the
aviation industry and air traffic levels, the need to modernise the UK’s
airspace design remains clear and the DfT is fully committed to delivering
this. The Department is working closely with the CAA on funding and plans to
make a further public announcement shortly. DfIT and CAA have accepted
three of the recommendations from ACOG’s Remobilising Airspace Change
report and have committed to reviewing the other seven and will update on
this shortly.

Regarding the development and introduction of future aviation technologies, |
am aware that UKRI's Future Flight Challenge and the Connected Places
Catapult seek to engage widely with industry and public bodies in their work
and | welcome SASIG participating in their aviation programmes.

As always, the Department remains committed to an open engagement with
the sector and those that best represent it. we will continue to work to
establish relationships that will reflect Government’s shifting priorities, both in
terms of sharing information and giving industry the opportunity to feedback
as policy develops, with the aim of helping retain jobs and return the sector to
growth as soon as possible.

| encourage you to continue engaging with my officials in the Airports Policy
division as the best way in to keeping up to date with aviation policy and
recovery developments, and for opportunities for SASIG to contribute. |
understand as part of your regular official engagement you have recently met
with officials in our Aviation Decarbonisation and Recovery teams, as well as
a further planned session with our Analysts on aviation forecasting to start a
dialogue on this vital piece of work.

Yours sincerely,

INNC A

ROBERT COURTS MP

MINISTER FOR AVIATION, MARITIME AND SECURITY



