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Regional News Industry News 

6 September 2014 -    Member of Parliament for Wealden Charles Hendry has criticised the Chief Executive of 
Gatwick Airport in light of the Davies Commissions’ decision to rule out the Thames 
Estuary airport proposal.  

6 September 2014 -    Residents living in and around the Ascot area have called for flight trials out of 
Heathrow Airport to be suspended. 

6 September 2014 -    The rail operator ‘Go-Ahead Group’ has said it is working on plans to improve access to 
Gatwick Airport.  

6 September 2014 -    The Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne has agreed to explore a rail link to 
Leeds-Bradford Airport, after pressure from the local Member of Parliament for Pudsey 
Mr Stuart Andrew. 

8 September 2014 -     Balfour Beatty is to sell Blackpool Airport stating that the company’s strategy had 
changed, and it wants to end its involvement in running regional airports.  

9 September 2014 -    The Woodland Trust is set to meet with representatives of Gatwick Airport following 
claims the airport has published inaccurate information regarding the effect its 
expansion will have on ancient woodland in Surrey. 

9 September 2014 -     The Civil Aviation Authority has been criticised for failing to notify residents potentially 
affected by changes to air traffic currently under consideration.  

9 September 2014 -     Uttlesford District Council has called for ‘extreme care’ to be taken over proposals to 
change departure routes from Stansted Airport. 

10 September 2014 -   According to a report by the Airport Operators Association (AOA) 5,761 homes have 
either been granted planning permission, started or completed construction close 
enough to an airport that significant annoyance from noise is deemed likely, since April 
2011. Ahead of the report launched the AOA have also said that ‘the Government 
needs to incentivise the take-up of sustainable aviation fuels, including establishing a 
clear policy framework to stimulate production and investment’. 

11 September 2014 -   Luton Airport have said that an increase in noise and aircraft flying over Stevenage and 
North Hertfordshire is a result of extra summer flights. 

14 September 2014 -   The Chief Executive of London City Airport Declan Collier has said that the UK's 
planning system is ‘too democratic’, which will add to the delay in deciding whether 
Heathrow or Gatwick will be expanded. 

14 September 2014 -   Gatwick Airport have recommended appointing a ‘monitoring trustee’ in its latest 
submission to the Airports Commission. It is proposed that the trustee would act on 
behalf of communities to make sure commitments are carried out. 

6 September 2014 -   London City Airport is consulting on proposals to modernise its 
flight paths, to allow the introduction of Area Navigation (RNAV), 
superseding the ground-based navigational systems used 
currently.  

10 September 2014 - The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has announced that the UK’s 
Class F airspace is to change. This follows the recommendations 
of an ICAO audit, changes to European legislation under the 
Single European Rules of the Air and a subsequent review of 
national airspace arrangements, which included a consultation 
with the aviation community. Details of the changes, which come 
into force on 13 November 2014, are now available on the AIS 
website www.nats-uk.ead-it.com. The CAA’s decision concerning 
the replacement of Class F was published on 8 August 2014. The 
document includes a map showing the main revised airspace 
arrangements 

8 September 2014 -   The airline operator Qantas has cancelled five return A380 flights 
over the next two months between Dubai and London because of 
what it has called ‘weak seasonal demand’. 

8 September 2014 -   The United Arab Emirate Dubai has announced plans to invest 
£19.8b into the country’s Al Maktoum International Airport  

11 September 2014 - A consortium of electric vehicle manufacturers have developed a 
network of rapid charge electrical points across the UK. It is 
anticipated that the network will provide EV-friendly links to major 
ports and cities including Stranraer, Liverpool, Holyhead, 
Birmingham, Felixstowe, Leeds and Kingston upon Hull, as well 
as five international airports.  

12 September 2014 - Gatwick Airport broke a series of records in August 2014 - the 
airport had its busiest month in its entire history with 4.362 million 
passengers.  

11 September 2014 - London Luton Airport has replaced all the buses serving its on-
site car parks with a fleet of Mercedes Citaro buses - chosen 
primarily for its environmental performance. 

Media News 

8 September 2014 -   An Ipsos Mori poll of 95 Members of Parliament (38 Conservatives, 46 Labour, 8 Liberal Democrats and 3 from other parties) has shown that 58 per cent believe that the best 
option to solve the issue of the UK’s airport capacity is a third runway at Heathrow Airport. Of those who back a third runway at Heathrow as the best option, nine in ten (91 per 
cent) believe it will get parliamentary approval. 

9 September 2014 -  Chief Executive of the Airport Operators Association Darren Caplan has criticised the Liberal Democrats' call for no airport expansion in its pre-election manifesto. 
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