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Policy motion: A Sustainable Future for Aviation

Liberal Democrats have passed the motion A Sustainable Future for Aviation at the party’s
Autumn Conference in Brighton. The motion calls for a new strategy for aviation which
balances the benefits the industry brings as a driver of jobs and growth with the harm it
causes to the environment.

The strategy reinforces the Liberal Democrats’ opposition to new runways at London’s
airports. Key proposals include:

e Pushing for better use of existing capacity in the South-East and at regional airports to
meet short to medium-term demand

e  Firmly rejecting Boris Johnson’s Thames Estuary airport

¢ No new runways at Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted

¢ Anindependent, evidence-based study to find a location for a hub airport or a suitable
airport to expand into a hub for the long-term

e No airport capacity expansion which could allow for aircraft movements above the
carbon emissions cap set by the independent Committee on Climate Change

Commenting, Co-Chair of the Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Party Committee on
Transport, Julian Huppert said:

“Britain has to get the right balance between our need for international connectivity, and the
environmental threats we face. At the same time, we have to solve decades of bad planning,
which has resulted in a quarter of all those in Europe who are affected by noise pollution
living under the Heathrow flight-path.

“The motion which the Liberal Democrats have adopted today strikes the right balance for
Britain. It puts a stop to expansion at Heathrow. It puts an end to the bonkers idea of Boris
Island. And it says ‘no’ to a South-East obsessed aviation policy.

“Instead, for the short-term, we will make the best use of the capacity we have, and in the
long-term we will work with the Government Commission to look for a new hub, but crucially
one which will not allow for total capacity above climate change targets, and one which will
not become a blight on local lives and local wildlife.

“The Liberal Democrats are the only party who have shown an unwavering commitment to
our environment, and to local residents. Today, we have reaffirmed those commitments, and
set out a sustainable path for future air travel.”

Liberal Democrat Transport Minister, Norman Baker said:

“With this motion, the Lib Dems have sent a very clear message - we are pro economic
growth, but we cannot, and will not walk away from our commitments to the environment.
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“We said in our Manifesto that we are against the third runway. We said it again in the

coalition agreement, and | said it again to conference today. There will be no third runway on
our watch.”

The full text of the conference motion, which was debated at Liberal Democrat Autumn
Conference in Brighton on Sunday 23 September 2012, is below.

Conference believes that:

i. The aviation industry is an important driver of jobs and growth in our globalised
economy.

ii. Aviation helps to connect people who live in different countries, and promotes
internationalism.

iii. Aviation has the potential to become one of the greatest threats to the global
environment.

iv. Unmitigated expansion of aviation would cause the UK to miss its carbon
reduction targets.

v. Aviation has a very negative impact on the health and well being of individuals
living near UK airports, particularly in terms of noise pollution and air quality.

vi. Without significant technological development, air travel will become too
expensive for the majority of people due to the rising cost of fuel.

vii. The Government should support and promote efforts by the aviation industry to
reduce its environmental impact.

viii. Aviation policy in the UK has lacked a clear strategy for how we can mitigate its
impact on the environment and on local residents.

ix. Successive Governments have failed to find a means by which we can support

this industry, while mitigating its impact on UK residents and the global
environment.

Conference therefore welcomes:

I. The Government's decision, in line with our manifesto, to cancel Labour's third
runway at Heathrow and to oppose new runways at Gatwick and Stansted.

Il. The publication of the Government's Draft Aviation Policy Strategy.

lll. The Government's continued support for the European Emissions Trading
Scheme.

Conference however notes that:

A. The independent Committee on Climate Change (CCC) recommended that, in
order for the UK to meet its target of 80% reduction in emissions by 2050, aviation
emissions of CO2 should not exceed 2005 levels in 2050 (37.5MtCO2 a year); for
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this to be possible, air traffic movements should not be allowed to expand more
than 60% beyond current levels.

B. Up to half of airport emissions are caused by surface access to airports.

C. Heathrow is an extremely badly located airport, with half of all those in Europe
affected by aircraft noise living under the Heathrow flight path - we strongly oppose
the third runway, and are disappointed that the Labour party do not have a clear
policy against it.

D. London is the best-connected city in the world, with seven runways operating at
six airports.

E. A Thames Estuary airport would be extremely expensive; catastrophic for local
wildlife; a dangerous investment due to the location of the SS Richard
Montgomery; liable to bird-strike; and poorly located for those living outside
London and the South-East.

F. Aviation policy has to date focused on London and the South-East; it is clear that
that is where the greatest demand lies, but airports and foreign travel for business
or leisure must be easily accessible for citizens living across the UK.

G. With Birmingham looking to expand, Stansted only half full and Gatwick
expanding into emerging markets, regional airports and other airports within
London can meet demand for years to come; however, we recognise that a single,
hub airport - rather than a constrained Heathrow with multiple satellite airports -
would be better for the environment and better for the economy.

H. The Government has announced an independent Commission to identify ‘options
for maintaining this country’s status as an international hub for aviation’, and
welcomes the commitment from the Government ‘to take full account of the social,
environmental and other impacts of any expansion in airport capacity’.

Conference therefore calls for:

1. Rejection of new runways at Heathrow, Stansted or Gatwick.
2. Rejection of all plans to build an airport in the Thames Estuary

3. Rejection of mixed-mode at Heathrow, and end night flights between 23.00 and
06.00 except for emergencies.

4. Rejection of expansion of airport capacity which would allow for aircraft
movements above the cap set by the CCC, or which would allow for a net
increase in the number of runways which serve the UK; we would introduce an
overall emissions cap for the industry for 2050 in line with the CCC
recommendations.

5. UK Aviation policy to be based on five key principles:
a. Accessibility from North and South.
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b. Growth within UK carbon budgets.
c. Minimal impact to local population.
d. Minimal impact to the local environment.

e. Maximum hubbing potential.

6. The UK to make best use of existing capacity through:

a. Movement of point-to-point flights which do not serve our hub capability
from Heathrow to other airports; this would be done through a re-
negotiation of EU slot allocation rules and the introduction of slot
auctioning - failing that, we support the introduction of a departure tax at
Heathrow to shift less profitable non-hub flights.

b. An end to cross-subsidy of lower landing fees at Heathrow.

c. The introduction of a Per-Plane-Duty (PPD) in place of APD to incentivise
fully-loaded planes; in the mean time, we support a revenue neutral shift in
APD rates to discourage short-haul flights, which can be made on land, and
to encourage long-haul hubbing - APD and PPD rates should be based on
distance to airports, not to capital cities.

d. Use of existing capacity and improved transport links at Gatwick, Stansted,
Luton, Manchester, Birmingham and Edinburgh - the priority should be
better use of capacity at Gatwick, which has already shown the ability to
access emerging markets across Asia through new point-to-point routes.

7. Greening of the aviation industry through:

a. New noise limits in population centres at certain times to incentivise quieter
planes.

b. Tough requirements for low emission surface access to UK airports, and
for airport operators to use low emission vehicles on site.

c. Support for the Emissions Trading Scheme at the EU level to promote the
polluter pays principle.

8. The Commission’s report and the response to it to be based on the five key
principles set out in 4 above, and to include:

Back to top

a. A strategy for removing excess capacity above the CCC cap outside of the
new hub airport should one be identified.

b. No net increase in the number of runways which serve the South-East of
England.

c. Greater recognition of the need to serve North and South than previous
governments have shown.

d. Significantly lower noise impact than currently exists at Heathrow.

e. Proposals for low carbon public transport access to any new hub airport,
should one be identified.
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Policy motion: International Cooperation on the Environment
Conference notes the progress made as a result of:

A. The Renewable Energy Directive which mandates that 20% of energy in Europe will
come from renewable sources from 2020 and which has seen UK renewable energy
increase to 3.8% of production earlier this year.

B. The Climate Change Act which places strict limits on carbon emissions, under our
carbon budgets, and is driving the Government to decarbonise the economy.

C. The UN Framework for the Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which paved
the way for international cooperation to reduce green house gas emissions.

D. The Kyoto Protocol agreed under the UNFCCC, which saw developed countries
commit to reduce their green house gas emissions by 5.2% by 2012.

E. The Convention on Biological Diversity, which acknowledges the importance of
biodiversity, recognises it as a key pillar of development, and is dedicated to
promoting sustainable development; and the Nagoya Protocol, agreed at the tenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity,
which sets targets for protecting the natural environment.

F. The Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species, a vital tool in the
protection of plants and animals at risk from the international wildlife trade, including
tigers, elephants and coral.

Conference notes with regret:

i) The lack of agreement under the UNFCCC on a comprehensive legally binding
agreement to apply from 2012.

i) The failure of EU Governments to adopt a target to reduce emissions by 30% by
2020.

iii) The failure of EU Governments to put in place a 'Low Carbon Roadmap'.

iv) The failure of the European Trading Scheme to create a sufficiently high carbon
price and the failure of EU Governments to reform it.

v) The unprecedented scale of biodiversity loss the world is experiencing, in spite of the
current international agreements: more needs to be done.

Conference congratulates Liberal Democrat Coalition Ministers and MEPs on helping
to secure:

a) The European Energy Efficiency Directive which will ensure more than 17%
improved energy efficiency in 2020.

b) Agreement to a roadmap to negotiate a Legal Binding Agreement at COP 17 in
Durban.
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c) Agreement at Rio+20, to develop Sustainable Development Goals; broader
measures of progress to complement GDP to allow countries to measure their
natural wealth and social wellbeing; and recognition of the importance of the role of
business sustainability reporting.

d) £2.9bn funding to 2015 for an international climate fund to support adaptation and
low carbon development and effective forest management in developing countries.

Conference urges the Coalition Government to:

1. Push other European member states to adopt a target to reduce emissions by 30%
by 2020 as set out in the 'Programme for Government'.

2. Continue to push for reform of the European Emissions Trading Scheme.

3. Show leadership and ensure that a set of indicators is agreed at the meeting of the
UN Convention on Biodiversity, Hyderabad in October 2012, to measure progress
on biodiversity.

4. Work with other countries, especially the G77 and emerging economies, and listen
to the voices of the poorest in to developing Sustainable Development Goals
focussing on food, energy, and water - important for growth, poverty eradication and
sustainability; these must be universal and aspirational, build on the success of the
Millennium Development Goals and should be an integral part of the post-2015
development framework.

5. Work with other members of UNFCCC, and crucially as a driving member of the EU,
to secure further progress at COP18 in Qatar towards negotiating a legally binding
climate change agreement by 2015 to take effect by 2020 and implementing the
commitments made in Durban.

6. Work through the EU to phase out the production and consumption of
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs; the fastest growing category of greenhouse gases), by
adopting an ambitious revised EU F-Gas Regulation, including a ban on new HFC-
containing equipment no later than 2030, and by seeking to include HFCs in the
control schedules of the Montreal Protocol.

Back to top
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Economy and environment: Hand-in-hand? — Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB)
Speakers

e David Heath, Farming Minister;

e Stephen Gilbert MP, Private Parliamentary Secretary to Energy Secretary Ed Davey;
e Dr Mike Clarke, RSPB Chief Executive;

e Clir Steve Baldry, Crowhurst Parish Council; and

e Chair - Fiona Harvey, Guardian Environment Correspondent.

ClIr Steve Baldry (Crowhurst Parish Council)

Clir Baldry welcomed the event, stating that the green debate tended to focus too heavily on
discussion about energy, forgetting environmental issues.

Stephen Gilbert MP (Private Parliamentary Secretary to Energy Secretary Ed Davey)

Following, Mr Gilbert stressed that the debate between environmental issues and the
economy was a “false dichotomy”. Elaborating, he argued that the development of the green
sector could help create economic growth.

Dr Mike Clarke (RSPB)

The Climate Check and Nature Check reports, produced by the RSPB and other green
organisations, including the World Wildlife Fund, had found that the Coalition Government
“must try harder” to meet its commitment to being the greenest Government ever.

Back to top


http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/climatechange/archive/2011/09/15/climate-check_3b00_-coalition_3b00_-climate-change_3b00_-liberal-democrats_3b00_-conservatives.aspx
http://www.wcl.org.uk/docs/Link_Nature_Check_Report_October_2011.pdf
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Avoiding the Infrastructure Crunch: Getting Britain working - Infrastructure Alliance
Speakers

e Danny Alexander, Chief Secretary to the Treasury; and
¢ Darren James, Costain (the international engineering group).

Danny Alexander (Chief Secretary to the Treasury)
Investment in infrastructure

The Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander announced that a strategic
engagement forum for infrastructure has been set up and would hold its first meeting in the
next few weeks, which he will chair.

Mr Alexander said that the Government had inherited an infrastructure network of poor
quality. The government had emphasised the need to combat this, as infrastructure is a key
driver to raise the productive potential of the country. The investment in road and rail made
by the coalition government was larger than that made by Labour in a comparable time
period. This has been implemented in difficult economic circumstances.

He highlighted the £9.4 billion rail investment made by the government, which was the
largest since Victorian times. He said investment to deliver HS2 would change the economic
landscape of the UK.

The Government has set out a national infrastructure plan, to address the financial barriers
faced by long term projects. The UK Guarantees policy would support infrastructure projects
worth £50 billion. The government can provide assistance when capital market conditions
are delaying projects. The Government will be making announcements on UK Guarantees
over the next few months.

He went on to say that major projects such as Crossrail were brilliant at creating jobs.
However he said investment was not just for London and would also assist rural and coastal
communities.

Darren James (Costain)

Mr James said the Government and industry were working together. There was high
financial returns on construction, and working within the Treasury, Infrastructure UK had
delivered efficiency gains, he said.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Mr James said the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has been delivered to
promote development. He also commended the Government for delivering on financial
guarantees and the Green Investment Bank.

Government and industry needed to work closely together, to address a potential
infrastructure crunch on the horizon, he stated.
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Support for major infrastructure was needed, and not just within the M25. A rebalancing of
infrastructure investment is required, he said. This would include regional ports and aviation.
A skill base is needed to provide the engineers of the future, he added.

Back to top
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Can the new Energy Bill rescue the Lib Dem's green credentials? - Greenpeace, WWF,
Friends of the Earth
Speakers

e Edward Davey, Energy and Climate Change Secretary

¢ lan Marchant, CEO at SSE energy supplier;

¢ David Nussbaum, CEO at the World Wildlife Fund (WWF); and

e Chair - Pilita Clark, Financial Times Environment Correspondent.

Pilita Clark (Financial Times Environment Correspondent)

Pilita Clark, said the aim of the Energy Bill was to encourage private companies to invest in
new power plants, adding some “interesting” criticism had emerged from within Government.
One point of criticism had been the emphasis on energy efficiency measures from within the
Bill.

Ed Davey (Energy and Climate Change Secretary)
The Department for Energy and Climate Change’s three objectives

1. to deliver secure energy;
2. to deliver reliable energy; and
3. address climate change.

Mr Davey pointed to Government emphasis on these areas, saying the draft Energy Bill was
the “heart” of the Government’s reforms. The White Paper published last year had outlined
the possibilities for Electricity Market Reform (ERM), with an emphasis on reducing the cost
of capital for electricity generation.

The Energy Secretary admitted there were some elements of the Bill that appeared
complicated, but he emphasised that its core aims were clear.

ERM would take place in three stages, moving to auctions from 2017 for contracts for
difference as the first area, he said. This was aimed at driving the deployment of low carbon
technologies at the lowest cost.

The Government aim was to a full low carbon electricity market by 2020 and decarbonising
the power sector was integral to the UK meetings its energy targets for 2050, the Energy
Secretary said.

Mr Davey encouraged party members to vote in support of the Liberal Democrats committing
themselves to a decarbonisation target. However, he added, collective support on this area
was integral.

Back to top
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24 September 2012

Policy motion: Generating Growth and Jobs in a Time of Austerity

During the policy motion, the conference welcomed a £9.4bn package to invest in the rail
industry, making rail travel faster, more reliable, less crowded and greener; and the UK
Guarantees scheme, which is designed to: unlock £40bn worth of stalled investment
projects; lend up to £6bn to public private infrastructure projects; and boost UK exports
through a £5bn refinancing facility.

Back to top
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Green or Growth: Can we have both? - Dods Sustainable Transport Dialogue
Speakers

¢ Norman Baker, Transport Minister

¢ Sandeep Shingadia, Programmes Manager at Centro Sustainability;

e Claire Haigh, Chief Executive at Greener Journeys;

¢ Richard Hebditch at Campaigns Director, Campaign for Better Transport; and

e Chair - ClIr Heather Kidd, Local Government Association, Economy and Transport
Board Member.

Norman Baker (Transport Minister)
Green investment as a key area of growth

Transport Minister Norman Baker said the government has sent conflicting messages on the
subjects of Green and Growth and that we had to be both green and have growth. The
environment should not be sacrificed in bad times.

Examples of green investment include:

e The Green Bus Fund had led to investment in British buses.

e The Local Sustainable Transport Fund to help local councils to create growth and cut
carbon. The fund has contributed to the reopening of railway stations and expanded
bus routes among other projects.

Investment in trains

Mr Baker said Government investment in trains is an area the Liberal Democrats and
Conservatives agree on. Electrification and increasing speed and capacity lead to economic
benefits, he said. 857 miles of track will be electrified by the coalition.

High Speed Rail is sustainable and is required for capacity on the line. HS2 will benefit the
regional development of areas like the North West.

High speed trains do release more carbon then slower trains but this is cancelled out by the
reduction in air travel and there will be a modal shift from road and air to rail.

Responding to questions on electrification, Mr Baker said there needs to an appropriately
sized and trained workforce to deal with the need for electrification. Network Rail has
confirmed they can deliver the current planned work.

On aviation, Mr Baker said that the cost of flying has reduced greatly in recent times while
the price of rail travel has gone up. The government is not able to tax kerosene on
international flights but could put a new tax on domestic flights, he suggested.

13
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Claire Haigh (Greener Journeys) on sustainable transport

Ms Haigh said that we need both to be green and have growth. Greener Journeys has
lobbied hard on the need to reform planning so it leads to more sustainable transport. Modal
shift from car to bus can lead to large carbon savings of up to 75 per cent in some areas.

The impact of congestion on the environment on the economy shows the need for
sustainable transport.

Sandeep Shingadia (Centro Sustainability) on achieving economic growth through
transport

Achieving sustainable economic growth is the biggest challenge facing the government.
Centro have received a large amount of the Local Sustainable Transport Fund from the
Department for Transport.

Centro’s investment in Birmingham New Street and other inner city train stations is leading
to inward investment in the town centres by retailers and other businesses, he said.
Sustainable travel should be used to encourage people into employment opportunities as
they continue making sustainable journeys to future places of work.

Questions

Responding to a question on integration of bus and train, Mr Hebditch (Campaign for Better
Transport) said this was a difficult issue as bus companies didn’t always have the
encouragement to link to rail stations. He said minimum standards set by legislation for bus
companies should be considered.

Matthew Knowles from Boeing said that the sustainability debate had moved on over the last
30 years and it is important to find every possible way of becoming more efficient. Boeing
strives for environmentally sustainable growth.

Mr Hebditch said that the public transport system was more efficient than individuals using
cars. Young people are moving away from wanting to have a car due to more integrated
transport, particularly in London.

Responding to a question on integration of transport, Mr Shingadia said that the Local
Sustainable Transport Fund encouraged different providers to work more closely together
and share best practice.

Mr Hebditch said there should be more dialogue between local authorities. He regretted the
closure of the government offices of the regions.

Back to top
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Exporting Is Good For Britain - British Chambers of Commerce
Speakers

¢ Danny Alexander, Chief Secretary to the Treasury;
¢ John Longworth, Director General at the British Chambers of Commerce (BCC); and
e Chair - Sam Fleming, Economics Editor at the Times.

John Longworth (Director General, British Chambers of Commerce (BCC))
EU and UK exports

Mr Longworth said the UK economy desperately needed trade and accused the
“metropolitan elite” of losing sight of that, adding that the “real economy had been largely
ignored.”

Seventy-five per cent of UK GDP was not public sector or banks and the real economy
wasn’t just outside that trade climate, but inside too. It had also been neglected and trade
and exports had suffered because performance in that area initially “did not look great.”

Continuing, Mr Longworth explained that there were “fantastic businesses across the
country,” including high-knowledge manufacturing organisations. Because manufacturing
made up just 10 per cent of the UK economy and was not “a brilliant net exporter” that did
not mean that it was “rubbish,” he stated, adding that that particular sector of the economy
would not have survived if it had not been so hard-working and innovative.

The BCC’s main priority for the next three years was to support exports, Mr Longworth
stated, adding that his organisation wanted to make sure it provided “all the products and
services a business could ever want” so that they could access markets overseas.

He pointed to a recent survey on Europe that showed there had been a migration of exports
away from the continent to the rest of the world. The EU was suffering from its own
recession so orders had fallen, but these had gone up elsewhere.

Danny Alexander

Mr Alexander said exports were good for Britain and the Government had implemented a
number of policies to support that and encourage investment in the UK. The Government’s
target was to double the number of exports coming to the UK by 2020, which was an
“ambitious but achievable goal.”

On promoting British exports overseas, Mr Alexander explained that the UK’s diplomatic
representation around the world was not being used the way it could be to promote
business, therefore commercial diplomacy was now a key aim.

There were export opportunities for small and medium enterprises (SMES), but many of
those organisations lacked the immediate knowledge or expertise to get into exporting, and
they also needed finance.

15
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Concluding, he added that the Government would be focusing more attention on the
opportunities to grow exports and business links with China and Brazil, where the UK
currently underperformed.

Back to top
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Growing Pains: Can the politic of sustainability survive the economic downturn? -
Demos, Oxfam, WWF & RSA Insurance
Speakers

¢ Duncan Hames, Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Deputy Prime Minister;
o Phil Bloomer, Director of Campaigns at Oxfam;

e Sharon Bowles, Liberal Democrat MEP;

o Mark Potter, Head of Renewable Energy at RSA Insurance; and

e Chair - David Nussbaum, Chief Executive of WWF.

Duncan Hames (Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Deputy Prime Minister)
Government responses to the green agenda

Mr Hames said that the Government needed to show that a low carbon transition was a price
worth paying. He pointed out that the green economy, which was an engine of job creation,
has been outperforming the rest of the economy during the downturn.

Mr Nussbaum suggested that as so Government many decisions were made by the “quad”
of the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Chancellor and the Chief Secretary to the
Treasury, it seemed surprising that the green agenda was being held back, as out of these
four, only the Chancellor was sceptical about the green the agenda.

In response, Mr Hames said that the former Energy Secretary Chris Huhne had taken a
combative approach to promoting the green agenda. However, he also he thought the
current Energy Secretary Ed Davey had stood up for renewables by preventing deeper cuts
to the Renewables Obligation (RO).

Mark Potter (RSA Insurance)
Renewable energy

Mr Potter stated that RSA was a leading insurer of renewable energy for technologies such
as wind, solar and hydro. RSA currently insured a large proportion of offshore wind farms
and insurance provided a safety net for renewables.

By 2050 most of the UK’s energy supply could be provided by renewables, he added, noting
that in particular there was potential for growth in offshore wind and solar. The UK could
become a global leader in renewable energy. This could create opportunity for jobs in a
broad range of sectors such as engineering and financial services.

He commended the call from the Liberal Democrat Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny
Alexander for the Coalition to recognise the importance of low carbon growth.

Mr Nussbaum asked where the UK would rank in a global table on its commitment to the
green economy. Mr Potter replied that it would be fairly low on the list.

Back to top
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Policy motion: Sustainable Prosperity and Jobs Policy Paper
The policy motion identified a need to invest and revive in regional economies through:

¢ Allocation of a portion of future rounds of the Regional Growth Fund so that Local
Enterprise Partnerships can bid for a pot of money to hold their own Growth Funds.

e Giving responsibility for business rates to local authorities and creating a fairer
system where rates are based on undeveloped site values.

¢ Pioneering Small Business Zones, a space where new businesses, co-ops and social

enterprises are encouraged, and New Enterprise Hubs, to improve the success rate
of business start-ups.

Back to top
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Britain's Buses: Driving the Economy Forward - Greener Journeys
Speakers

¢ Norman Baker, Transport Minister;

e Martin Dean, Managing Director (Bus Development), bus operator Go Ahead,;

e Dr Adam Marshall, Director of Policy and External Affairs, British Chambers of
Commerce;

e Anthony Smith, Chief Executive, Passenger Focus; and

e Chair: Claire Haigh, Chief Executive, Greener Journeys.

Norman Baker (Transport Minister)

Mr Baker said that the bus was “the primary form of public transport”, with significantly more
users than the rail network.

Mr Baker praised the recent Greener Journeys report on buses and economic growth. He
said that it had been “great ammunition” for him in promoting buses, their use and their role
in delivering economic growth to Ministers in other Departments.

Future investment

o The Department for Transport (DfT) will spend around £2bn on buses this year;
¢ £600m investment in the Local Sustainable Transport Fund, which has the dual aim
of reducing carbon emissions and delivering economic growth.

Previous policies

Previous policies implemented by Norman Baker as Transport Minister include:

o The Better Bus Areas Fund to enable councils and bus operators to claim more
money for support;

e The Clean Bus Fund, supporting bus companies and local authorities in England to
buy new low carbon buses. ;

e The DfT has also provided funding for the retrofitting of high-polluting buses, Mr
Baker said.

Back to top
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Sustainable Aviation: Can the industry deliver? - Transport Hub - AOA event
Speakers

¢ Norman Baker, Transport Minister.
Carbon trading

Despite continued calls for a global deal on carbon trading, Mr Baker said that the Liberal
Democrat’s view was not shared outside of Europe. It was “difficult to get other countries to
move on this issue”, he continued, while some countries were currently objecting to the EU
Emissions Trading System (ETS). It was not in the industry’s interest if emissions trading
were to be diminished, he added, as it may lead to other measures that were less palatable.

Biofuels

On fuel efficiencies, he said he believed biofuels had “a role to play...particularly where there
is no other alternative.” In transport this would apply to aviation in particular, he added.
However, he asked whether they were sustainable, citing issues around the amount of land
needed to generate them.

Mr Baker criticised the EU for setting “frankly arbitrary targets” on biofuels before the science
was established. Mr Baker confirmed he would be pushing Brussels “very hard” on
regulations in this area.

Aviation efficiency

Mr Baker stated further improvements to aviation efficiency included:

e Improving technology to make flight paths more efficient;

¢ Towing planes on the ground to reduce fuel consumption was “worth looking at”; and

e Improving surface transport to airports. Mr Baker noted that rail links to Stansted
were being improved.

Matt Gorman, Sustainable Aviation Council

Mr Gorman said there was a need to tackle the big impacts of aviation, specifically climate
change and noise.

Carbon trading

According to Sustainable Aviation’s recent report, the industry could grow two and a half
times between now and 2050 without growing emissions, he argued, with the use of biofuels
and carbon trading proving key.
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Noise

Sustainable Aviation would soon publish a report with projections for 2050 on how noise
could be reduced. There was a need to tackle noise at a local level, he said, which could be
best achieved through dialogue and engagement with local communities.

David Hodges of the London Chamber of Commerce (LCC)
Expanding capacity to enhance the economy

Mr Hodges said aviation was very important to the business community.

A decision on expanding capacity was needed soon if the UK was to develop an export-led
economy. Mr Hodges argued aviation was important to business in three ways:

e Business people needed to travel to meet other business people;
e Freight was vital for advanced manufacturing economies; and
e Tourism could provide major economic benefits.

Need for a hub airport

Mr Hodge said there was a “fundamental need” for a hub airport alongside strong regional
airports but recognised that noise was a big issue with London airports.

Audience Questions

1. What does the Government expect of airports in terms of community engagement on
noise? (Gatwick airport representative)

Mr Baker said he had heard no complaints about Gatwick regarding this issue, but added
that there had been a lack of public trust in the industry, particularly with Heathrow and BAA
Ltd as people felt they had not had the truth.

The best way to engage was to find someone independent to lead the process and get local
councils involved, he urged, as there would likely be a backlash if they weren’t included in
decision-making.

It was also important to push a simple, understandable message, he said.

Finally, he added, if airports were going to ask people’s views, they had to be able to deal
with what came back and accept opposing arguments.

2. Whether an extra runway in the South East should be at Heathrow or Stansted?

Responding, Mr Baker said that “ultimately we are interested in reducing emissions”.
However, there were local factors in expanding airports and runways, he added.
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Urban Transport: Time for Whitehall to let go? — pteg
Speakers

¢ Norman Baker, Transport Minister;

e Stephen Joseph OBE, Chief Executive of the Campaign for Better Transport;

e Greg Mulholland MP;

o Geoff Inskip, Chairman of pteg and Chief Executive of Centro- West Midlands
Integrated Transport Authority; and

e Chair - Liberal Democrat Councillor lan Auckland, South Yorkshire ITA.

Geoff Inskip (Chairman of pteg and Chief Executive of Centro- West Midlands
Integrated Transport Authority)
Devolution

Mr Inskip said it was time for Whitehall “to let go” of urban transport but it was not that simple
as devolution created a problem for authorities wanting more power but ultimately having
less money.

He argued that pteg understood local people better than central Government did and could
drive the agenda. Everyone had a vision of what they wanted their towns and cities to look
like in the future, and it was important to leave a legacy behind for future generations, he
added.

Quality of life was high up on the agenda; pressing for towns to have world-class, well
connected public transport systems that cut congestion and reduced carbon. Investment in
public transport and better infrastructure was necessary, and local people best knew what
they needed in their local area.

Mr Inskip said responsibility for delivering those systems should come locally. It was possible
to develop a vision for the future that drove plans forward, but that could not be done without
“the right resources.” He pressed for tax incremental local finance and said there needed to
be a balanced package of funding from a number of sources. Pteg was best placed to find
that funding, he added.

On rail devolution, Mr Inskip said London Overground and Merseyrail were both “success
stories” that had transformed the rail service in those areas to what it was today.

On High Speed Rail, Mr Inskip said that would “transform the geography of the country,”
taking investment out of south east England and move it to the north. Therefore, it was
important to get the local connection to the High Speed Rail right.

Stephen Joseph OBE (Chief Executive of the Campaign for Better Transport)
City transport

Transport was a key part of the focus and the best performing cities worldwide that had
successfully attracted investors had affordable, high quality transport and high quality
networks for walking and cycling, Mr Joseph said.
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Transport policy driven by Whitehall had led to car dependence, congestion and expensive
commuting. Mr Joseph explained that some cities with the worst car dependency rates were
also some of the least attractive and had suffered from poor investment. Delivering attractive
cities would involve creating smart card ticketing, a daily cap and affordable fares.

Successful European cities were underpinned by consistent levels of investment, Mr Joseph
said, adding that he was concerned about the Government’s emphasis on getting private
institutional funding into roads. He called for the Government to look at investing in city
transport and advocated “sensible, joined up governance.”

Greg Mulholland MP
Regional transport policy

Mr Mulholland said the Liberal Democrats had a philosophical commitment to devolution, but
the Conservative Party approach was very different and consequently the Liberal Democrats
had pushed their own agenda on transport. The UK was one of the most centralised states
in the western world and there was a culture in Whitehall and Westminster of thinking “that
was the way to do things,” he added.

Mr Mulholland also welcomed that changes happening in transport policy and said the trend
towards the devolution of transport powers in the Coalition Government should be
celebrated.

Norman Baker (Transport Minister)
Devolution

Transport had been a success in many ways and the Government had to think about how to
do more with that, the Transport Minister said, and affirmed his commitment to devolution.
Mr Baker pointed to transport schemes and said that in future those decisions should be
taken by local transport boards who would decide how money would be spent locally. That
was “where the Government should be,” he added.

On rail franchises, he explained that customers using the railways often travelled between
different cities, so there were conflicting needs on the service. However, the Government
wanted to get local people involved in those services.

On City Deals, Mr Baker said they provided longer term funding allocation, access to
increased business rates based on economic performance and closer working relationships
with cities and the Highways Agency. The Government was “moving down that road” and the
Minister said he believed there would be a better public transport system with more devolved
power.

Questions

When asked a question on devolution and the railways, Mr Baker said there was some
element of devolution in Scotland and London. Although previous Governments may have
mistrusted local authorities in the past, they now had more control and funding.
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It was important that local authorities understood they could do things they did not have the
power to do before, and the Local Government Association had a role to play in identifying
best practice and encouraging them to think differently, he added.
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Connecting Our Cities: A Priority for growth - Transport Hub - Light Rapid Transit
Forum
Speakers

e Norman Baker, Transport Minister;

o Greg Mulholland , Liberal Democrat MP;

e Paul Rowen, former Liberal Democrat MP;

e Caroline Pidgeon, Liberal Democrat London Assembly Group Leader; and
e Chair - Mary Bonar, Light Rapid Transit Forum Chairman

Greg Mulholland (Liberal Democrat MP)
Transport schemes in northern England

Mr Mulholland argued that there needed to be more investment in transport in areas outside
the south-east, adding that there had been a chronic shortage of investment in transport in
certain areas.

Transport connectivity had the ability to transform the economy, unlike the Government’s
recent changes to planning regulation. The Liberal Democrats needed to push the message
that transport development could drive the economy both regionally and nationally.

Following, he pointed to progress already taking place with the northern hub, High Speed 2
(HS2), and proposals for transport devolution.

Caroline Pidgeon (Liberal Democrat London Assembly Group Leader)
Transport in London

Ms Pidgeon discussed the situation in London and said that whilst London had a good
transport system, it faced serious overcrowding on all modes of transport.

It was “creaking at its seams”, she said, stating that there had been a 40 per cent rise in the
number of passengers over the last 15 years.

HS2 was exciting, but it would bring even more passengers into the Northern and Victoria
Line, she noted, arguing that another tube line was needed to meet demand. This would be
expensive, however, and it would cost a lot less to develop a tramline, she stated.

Paul Rowen (former Liberal Democrat MP)

Mr Rowen argued that previous transport expansions had been the engineers of economic
growth, adding that if cities were to grow and develop they needed modern, viable transport
links.

The Government’s record on transport was one they could be proud of, highlighting that they
had approved stalled development plans and were putting large amounts of funding into
transport. He argued that transport could not be macro-managed and it was a good thing
the Government was devolving transport decisions to city regions. However this was
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meaningless without greater funding, he claimed, stating that local authorities also needed
the power to raise funds for developments.

Norman Baker (Transport Minister)
Trams

Speaking last, Mr Baker said that trams were a great form of transport however he did not
want to dismiss the importance of buses. Nonetheless trams could reach places buses
could not, he continued, adding that tramlines had been successful where they had been
built.

The next stage would be developing trams in cities that did not currently have them, rather
than simply focusing on extensions. Furthermore, he argued that the devolution of transport
planning would mean local authorities would have the opportunity to take the development of
tramlines lines forward.

Questions from the audience

Responding to a question about whether there were plans to extend the HS2 network to
Scotland, Mr Baker argued that the current plans for HS2 would benefit Scotland by creating
better connections from the South to the North of England.
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Liberal Democrat Conference: Environment Q&A

Speakers
o Ed Davey, Energy Secretary;
¢ Norman Baker, Transport Minister;
e Don Foster, Communities and Local Government Minister; and
e David Heath, Farming Minister.

Ed Davey (Energy Secretary)

Mr Davey highlighted work on the Green Deal, the Energy Bill, and the ROC banding review.
Further work is underway to encourage the EU to adopt more ambitious carbon targets. The
Government is working to build a coalition across Europe with Denmark, Germany and
France to push for a 30 per cent carbon reduction target for 2030, he said.

Norman Baker (Transport Minister)

Transport Minister Norman Baker said Liberal Democrat ministers had adopted joined up
environmental thinking across Government and regularly met to discuss inter-departmental
issues.

On transport, the party was helping to deliver a massive rail investment programme and a
£600m local sustainable transport fund and a further £2bn was available this year alone to
support and promote the bus industry.
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