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30 September 2012 

Environment question time: sustainable growth in harmony with the natural 

environment 

Speakers 

 Mary Creagh, Shadow Environment Secretary; 

 Baroness Bryony Worthington; 

 Melanie Smallman , SERA National Secretary;  

 Dr Mike Clark, RSPB Chief Executive; and 

 Chair - Fiona Harvey, Environment correspondent for the Guardian.  

Baroness Worthington 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

Baroness Worthington stated that it was vital to increase the cost of pollution, as it was only 
by dis-incentivising pollution that action would be taken.  The EU ETS created a very low 
cost for carbon, and with the right political will, this could be effective. It was not the 
mechanism of pricing carbon but the lack of political will.  

A carbon floor price was the same as a carbon tax, she said, and it had to be implemented in 
a way that did not undermine Britain’s competitiveness.  

Manchester City Council and Manchester Airport green belt land 

Baroness Worthington felt Manchester City Council’s declassification of the green belt to 
expand Manchester Airport was a bad idea, particularly for an airport.  She added that 
following the formula of the aviation industry was foolish and there were other ways to deal 
with it, highlighting that that poor technology of air traffic controllers which would mitigate the 
need for expansion.  

Baroness Worthington identified that there is a powerful aviation industry that would keep 
lobbying, noting that BAA would be launching a new campaign in buying all the poster space 
on the way into Westminster on the Underground.  

Back to top 
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Labour Conference: The Big Interview with Maria Eagle MP 

 
Railways 

Ms Eagle said there could be a “very strong case” for the West Coast Main Line to be taken 
back into public ownership and if the situation had not been sorted by December 2012 the 
West Coast Main Line could be run by under directly-operated rail. 

HS2 

Ms Eagle said it was “silly” to have a major new high speed railway and not running it via the 
major hub airport, referring to her call for the HS2 line to include a spur to Heathrow Airport. 

The Shadow Transport Secretary stressed it was important to “ensure a joined up 
infrastructure strategy” for transport and important to get better value for the transport budget 
by seeking to “join up some of the decision making processes up”. 

Airport capacity 

At the last election, the Conservatives had made a “cynical” call to cancel the third runway at 
Heathrow, said Ms Eagle. She said it was importance to ensure political consistency on the 
issue and stressed it was important to gain cross-party consensus on the issue, but 
lamented the lack of opportunity to gain before the next election. 

The Shadow Transport Secretary said she thought the idea for a Thames Estuary airport 
was “completely mad”, adding you could not keep Heathrow open if that option was pursued.  
Ms Eagle declined to issue a unilateral answer, preferring to wait for the conclusions of the 
Commission, chaired by Sir Howard Davies. 
 
Questions 
Lydd Airport 

In response to question about the potential for Lydd Airport to be the hub airport, Ms Eagle 
said it was important to consider all options. 

Independent Aviation Connectivity Commission findings 

Airport Operators Association Chief Executive Darryl Caplan asked if Labour would commit 
to support the findings of the Commission into airport capacity before the next general 
election. 

Ms Eagle declined to do this, saying it was important not to commit to the findings before the 
Commission before knowing its final results, adding it was you could not “take politics out of 
this kind decision”. 

Heathrow Expansion 

Former Welsh First Minister Rhodri Morgan asked why greater rail investment would be 
spent on Heathrow, if the long haul capacity of the airport was not going to be expanded. 
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In response, Ms Eagle said there had been a problem with “joined up decision making”, 
adding there had been a problem with getting cross-party agreement in this area. 

 

Back to top 
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1 October 2012 

Railways: Public service or private profit? – Association of Train Operating 

Companies 

Speakers 

 Maria Eagle, Shadow Transport Secretary; 

 Michael Roberts, ATOC Chief Executive; 

 Mick Whelan, ASLEF General Secretary; 

 Dr Adam Marshall, British Chambers of Commerce Director of Policy and External 

Affairs; and 

 Chair - Christian Wolmar, Transport Commentator. 

West Coast Mainline 

Ms Eagle raised concerns that the cancellation of the West Coast Mainline franchise 
competition could lead to delays in agreeing the other franchises up to renewal.  

The Shadow Transport Secretary declined to outline Labour’s exact position on franchising 
this far from the general election and stressed that any failure in the system would fall as a 
burden on taxpayers. 

Fares 

Ms Eagle stated that Labour was committed raising fares by only one per cent above the 
retail price index (RPI). She added that it was not a surprise that train companies would seek 
to raise their profits.  

HS2 

Mr Whelan (ASLEF General Secretary) said his organisation supported HS2 because it 
represented a great opportunity to expand the ability to do business. He called for the 
proposals to go further, specifically building a high speed rail connection from London to 
Scotland. 

Dr Marshall (British Chambers of Commerce Director of Policy and External Affairs) agreed 
that HS2 should extend to Scotland and felt the debate around HS2 centred on increasing 
capacity, rather than speed. Adding the project brought both “concrete and intangible 
benefits” to businesses, but no one involved in the debate had adequately explained this fact 
to the public. 

Ms Eagle agreed with Dr Marshall’s comments, saying it was important to measure the cost 
and methodology for the business case for HS2, adding the real question was what to do if 
the business case for a major infrastructure project was proven to be bad. 
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There was also a concern that the Government had only committed to the proposed route as 
far as Birmingham, whereas the last Labour Government had intended to legislate for the 
whole route.  The Shadow Transport Secretary encouraged the creation of two hybrid bills to 
help ensure that those who lived north of Birmingham felt they would be guaranteed the 
benefits of HS2. 

Back to top 
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The future of UK aviation – Transport Times 

Speakers 

 Jim Fitzpatrick, Shadow Minister for Transport; 

 John Morris, Public Affairs Director Birmingham Airport; 

 Jonathan Williams, Business Manager - Cubic Transportation Systems; and 

 Paul Clark, Former Transport Minster. 
 
Jim Fitzpatrick (Shadow Minister for Transport) 
Air Passenger Duty (APD) 
 
Mr Fitzpatrick stressed that the argument had been made on increasing aviation capacity but 
it had not won. He highlighted that he had a meeting on variable APD recently in relation to 
changes that were taking place in Northern Ireland. Manchester Airport had put up a good 
argument on variable APD and it was worth looking at the idea of reducing APD at regional 
airports.  
 
The Transport Select Committee inquiry into aviation would also be looking at the issue of 
variable APD in relation to its recently announced inquiry into aviation.  

Independent Aviation Connectivity Commission 

Nigel Milton, Director of Policy and Political Relations at BAA Ltd asked to what extent the 
three main parties should publicly respect the outcomes of the Davies Commission.  

In reply, Mr Fitzpatrick said that if politicians did not listen to the Davies Commission then it 
was pointless creating it. He added that the problem was that the Commission was not 
publishing its recommendations until 2015 and he was critical of the fact that voters would be 
electing a party not knowing what their policy was on airport expansion. He claimed that the 
Conservatives had been political motivated in opposing Heathrow expansion in order to win 
local seats.  

John Morris, Public Affairs Director Birmingham Airport said that he hoped that the Davies 
Commission would start by asking what the UK economy needed from the aviation sector. 
Getting aviation policy right was fundamental to the UK economy and the sector needed to 
be challenged to come up with new thinking.  

Mr Morris commented that bosses at Birmingham Airport believed that from the view of 
national resilience the focus should be on more than a single airport. The West Midlands 
Economic Forum will release a report next week which shows the spare capacity at 
Birmingham Airport. If Birmingham Airport reached full capacity it would create 240,000 jobs 
in the area.  

Mr Morris called for others do to similar work as the West Midlands Economic Forum and 
find out how important their airport was to the local economy.  
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Paul Clark (Former Transport Minster) 
Airport capacity 

Paul Clark said that ‘Gateway Associates’ was purely independent and not affiliated by any 
aviation group. The organisation was established by Mr Clark in 2010 and draws on the skills 
and experience of policy, government and communications experts to help organisations 
from a variety of industries and sectors communicate with Westminster and Whitehall and 
inform Central Government’s political decision making processes 

Mr Clark announced that a full report from Gateway Associations on airport capacity would 
be published in November. Mr Clark said that opinion from those that he had interviewed for 
the report was that there was no question over the need for additional capacity. The 
perception was that International businesses would be the biggest winners at the expense of 
local environmental groups and heritage sites.  

Airports could both create jobs and displace employment from the local area creating 
difficulties for the local economy, he highlighted.  One of the biggest revelations was that 
50% of respondents said that the Thames Estuary Airport did fit in with the perception of a 
joined up Government transport policy.  
 
Questions 
Airport capacity 

Brian Ross from Stop Stansted Expansion commented on the need for new runways when 
predictions made 10 years ago for 500 million passengers by 2030 had now been cut to 300 
million.  

John Stewart, chairman of the Heathrow Association for the Control of Aircraft Noise said 
that it was difficult to predict aviation demand in 20 or 30 years. Demand was critical and he 
welcomed the Davies Commission.  Department for Transport figures had shown that the UK 
had sufficient capacity to meet demand until 2030. He added that his group saw the value of 
Heathrow to the local economy and acknowledged that if Heathrow closed, the resulting 
impact on housing would be a reduction on their values. 

Nigel Milton from Aviation Alliance Ltd said that airlines had been unwilling to pay the price 
of expansion at Heathrow Airport because they were not aware of the cost and negotiation 
process for mitigation. This would be a long and expensive process for Heathrow expansion, 
he highlighted.  

In reply, Mr Morris highlighted that a new runway at Heathrow would only account for 7% of 
the extra capacity needed.  

Independent Aviation Connectivity Commission 

Medway Councillor Vince Maple was concerned that the terms of reference for the Davies 
commission were not known and he highlighted his opposition to the idea of a Thames 
Estuary Airport.  
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Mr Fitzpatrick said that supporting other airports in the south east to expand would alleviate 
pressure on Heathrow which would be welcomed by some. However, he called for the 
Davies Commission to examine all the capacity issues.  

Noise 

London Assembly Member Valerie Shawcross asked about the lack of sensitivity on the 
issue of noise nuisance by the CAA and overall noise regulation.  The Chair, from Transport 
Times said it would be an excellent idea to have an independent regulator to proctect those 
living under flight paths. Ms Shawcross went on to say that it would be better in the short to 
medium term to look at extra capacity at Gatwick and Stansted.  

Labour leadership views 

David Miliband opposes a third runway over the issue of CO2 emissions.  If the economic 
evidence was so persuasive in favour of increased capacity at Heathrow the question was 
would airlines pay the money need to reduce noise levels. The development of a Thames 
Estuary airport is doubtful, as the required funding and the Government would not want to 
get involved in the level of social and economic engineering required. 
 

Back to top 
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Cleaner, quieter, smarter aviation - can the industry deliver? – Transport Hub and 

Sustainable Aviation 

Speakers 
 

 Maria Eagle, Shadow Transport Secretary; 

 Matt Gorman , Chair of Sustainable Aviation; and  

 Natan Doran, Fabian Society Senior Researcher. 

 Chair - Dan Hodges, Labour commentator. 
 
Maria Eagle (Shadow Transport Secretary) 
Sustainable aviation 

Ms Eagle praised the work Sustainable Aviation was doing on emissions and noise. It was 
vital that the aviation industry reached out to local communities and did not just focus on 
their day-to-day business, she said. 

Commenting on the Fabians’ work, Ms Eagle said that the message was clear that people 
wanted increased action on sustainability, but that this should not be at the expense of their 
freedom to fly.  People “don’t want to be priced out of two hard-earned weeks away”, she 
said. 

The aviation industry was starting to get to grips with the fact that sustainability was not just 
something for the government to consider, Ms Eagle said.  

She pointed to the Stern report as evidence of the economic cost which would follow if 
climate change were not viewed as important. Given the projected growth in air travel, it was 
vital that the industry remained focussed, she said. 

Emissions and EU Emissions Trading Scheme (EU ETS) 

Ms Eagles stated that the Committee on Climate Change’s advice to include the UK’s share 
of international emissions in its carbon budget should be followed and the EU ETS should be 
a stepping stone to an international trading scheme, with a role for the government to lead 
by example. 

Noise 

Looking at other impacts of aviation, Ms Eagle identified a need to focus on noise. She 
acknowledged the perception that airport expansion was used as political football, and 
argued that some politicians felt they could benefit from not having agreement on the issue. 

Engagement with local communities was tremendously important and whilst there would 
always be some people opposed to any form of expansion, most people were willing to 
compromise, with engagement the way to reach a solution. 

The aviation industry needed to show that it was placing due importance on noise as an 
issue and not just on maximising profits. 

 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/sternreview_index.htm
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Airport Expansion 

Ms Eagle felt politicians also had to take up the challenge and try to get consensus on 
airport expansion and had attempted to engage with former Transport Secretary Justine 
Greening, but still felt there was an opportunity to reach a consensus. 

Ms Eagle said she was “extremely disappointed” that the recently announced Independent 
Aviation Connectivity Commission on airport expansion would not be reporting until after the 
next general election, and hoped that it was not a “cynical ploy”. She announced plans to get 
in touch with the Coalition to suggest that the commission could report before the election.  

In response to a question on why the aviation industry had previously found the argument on 
expansion going against it, Ms Eagle said that it had been too inward-looking in the past, 
and possibly politically naive.  
 
Matt Gorman (Chair of Sustainable Aviation) 
Environmental strategy 

Mr Gorman emphasised the importance of governments having a clear environmental 
strategy, and highlighted the importance of aviation to the UK. As well as £50bn of economic 
benefits, international connections brought social and cultural wealth, as the Olympics had 
recently demonstrated. 

Sustainable Aviation – made up of airports, airlines, engine and airframe manufacturers, and 
air traffic management – were passionate about reducing the environmental impact of 
aviation over time, with climate change and noise key issues to be focussed on. 

Sustainable Aviation had published a carbon roadmap earlier this year, which set out how a 
growth in aviation could be decoupled from rising emissions.  

New technology and operational efficiencies would help the industry keep emissions at their 
current level, but it was emissions trading which would allow a reduction in environmental 
impact.  

Trading allowed emissions to be reduced where it could be done most cheaply, with aviation 
probably not one of the sectors where this was the case. Trading had been set up in the EU, 
and the group were now calling for it to be brought in globally.  

Noise 

On the issue of noise, Sustainable Aviation would be publishing a piece of work similar to 
their climate change roadmap later this year. The report would look ahead to 2050, and 
focus on how technology, land use planning and communications could be used to control 
the impact of noise. 

As with greenhouse gas emissions, it was possible to decouple growth in aviation and in 
noise levels, Mr Gorman said. As an example, he pointed to Heathrow, where technology 
had already allowed the noise footprint to be lessened to 200,000 households. 

http://www.sustainableaviation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/SA-CO2-Road-Map-full-report-280212.pdf
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Ultimately noise is a local issue, which must be tackled locally. It would be for every airport 
to take the findings of Sustainable Aviation’s work and implement it locally, following 
dialogue with local communities.  An engagement with local areas had been used by 
Heathrow airport in the run-up to earlier government consultation on airport expansion.  

Mr Gorman said a discussion about what could be done on noise had led to a proposal from 
the local community to split ‘noise preferential routes’ around the airport in two, flying the two 
routes on alternate days. This idea is due to be trialled by Heathrow Airport next year. 

Asked about efforts to mitigate the impact of noise on local houses and schools, Mr Gorman 
answered in his Heathrow role, saying that if a third runway were ever built at the airport a 
package of measures would be put in place for the local community. 
 
Natan Doran (Fabian Society - Senior Researcher) 
Aviation research 

Mr Doran highlighted the Fabians had done a lot of work on public attitudes in recent years; 
including producing the report, Everyone On Board, which looked at issues around aviation. 

The work’s focus-groups had shown that, more than other issues, aviation tapped into ideas 
of aspiration and lifestyle. When talking about foreign travel people used the language of 
rights, saying they had a right to a holiday.  This resistance to giving up the right to overseas 
holidays was also backed up by sociological research, Mr Doran said. 

Public opinion on climate change 

Whilst the percentage of people concerned about climate change remained high, in recent 
years there had been a fall in the percentage of people concerned about the impact of 
transport on climate change, Mr Doran said. 

The role of aviation in the economy worked in two ways. As well as being recognised as an 
important contributor to growth, the promise of a green economy was found to be a resonant 
issue, particularly with younger groups.  Mr Doran said with more government investment, 
people hoped this could become an important sector.  

Public opinion on airport capacity 

The Fabian’s research also found strong evidence that people saw the issue of airport 
capacity as being used to score political points and there was frustration around this when 
the issue was so important both to the economy and the environment. The public expected 
politicians to work together for a long term solution. 
 

Back to top 
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2 October 2012 

Housing the nation: Are garden cities and suburbs part of the solution? - Town and 

Country Planning Association and Crest Nicholson 

Speakers 

 Jack Dromey, Shadow Housing Minister; 
 Cllr Richard Williams, Southampton City Council Leader; 
 Chris Tinker, Crest Nicholson Board Director and Regeneration Chairman; and 
 Chair - Kate Henderson, Town and Country Planning Association Chief Executive. 

Kate Henderson (Town and Country Planning Association Chief Executive) 

Ms Henderson noted there had been a huge amount of planning reform over the last two 
years, including the National Planning Policy Framework the Localism Act and recent 
proposals to relax planning regulations.  The garden city agenda had been recognised in the 
Housing Strategy last November and in the National Planning Policy Framework.  

However, there was a need to think about what how we could encourage the development of 
garden cities as they bring benefits including the creation of sustainable homes and the 
development of mixed and safe communities.  

She stressed that making the case for garden cities was not at the expense of urbanisation 
and three important factors that needed to be recognised.  

Firstly, garden cities could not meet the scale of the housing crisis alone, but needed to be 
built alongside other developments.  Secondly, she noted that there said that there was an 
opportunity to plan for sustainable housing.  Thirdly, she stressed that if properly managed 
garden cities could be good for the economy and the community.  

There were five principle areas that needed to be considered before developing garden 
cities: leadership; access to land; infrastructure and de-risking investment; planning; and the 
skills needed to deliver garden cities.  

Back to top 
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How to sustain the growth in rail travel – Transport Times 

Speakers 

 Brian Simpson MEP; 

 David Franks, Keolis;  

 Steve Scrimshaw, Siemens Rail Systems; and 

 Chair - Professor David Begg. 

Brian Simpson MEP 

Brian Simpson MEP said that UK rail and European rail should be interlinked as progress in 
the country and on the continent were going the same way, but in the UK the island 
mentality always kicked in.  

Mr Simpson said that there were some fundamental questions that needed to be raised and 
answered in relation to rail development, and a strategy for UK rail needed to be determined, 
as did a future Labour Government’s own strategy.  

Speaking about rail in Europe, Mr Simpson talked of the new 4th railway package, but 
admitted that he was unsure where this would lead us in future, although one thing he did 
know was that the Commission wanted to open up the domestic passenger market within 
European countries.  

Mr Simpson felt the biggest challenge to be faced in Europe was the issue of interoperability, 
and the question of how to get trains across borders. He said that a way needed to be found 
to ensure that the national border did not become the end of the line, and that this would call 
for the co-ordination of technical specifications within the EU.  For this to happen, national 
rail regulators would need to co-operate, and the biggest difficulty with developing rail in 
Europe would be getting regulators and infrastructure managers to work together.  

Steve Scrimshaw (Siemens Rail Systems) 

Mr Scrimshaw said that, as a company Siemens actively supported the concept of HS2. He 
went on to say that in Europe high speed trains have developed economies, for example in 
Spain, and he said that hopefully the route would be built and would have the same effect on 
the UK economy.  

Back to top  
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Low carbon and lower bills: Can the circle be squared? – Policy Exchange and RWE 

npower 

Speakers 

 Caroline Flint, Shadow Energy Secretary; 

 Simon Stacey, RWE npower Managing Director of Energy Services; 

 Dr David Reiner, Electricity Policy Research Group Assistant Director; 

 Guy Newey, Policy Exchange Head of Policy Exchange Environment & Energy; and  

 Chair - Damian Carrington, Head of Environment for the Guardian. 

Caroline Flint (Shadow Energy Secretary) 

Ms Flint stated that from a consumer protection angle there is nothing in the Energy Bill that 
dealt with consumer protection or energy efficiency on the role of government in low carbon 
emissions.  

Guy Newey (Policy Exchange Head of Policy Exchange Environment and Energy) 

Mr Newey said that we should stop obsessing about sub-targets on renewable energy, it is 
carbon that counts.  On decarbonising, Mr Newey said that it was essential to get better 
emissions trading scheme (ETS) deals at the European level.  

Mr Newey said the Government should stop trying to make predictions and should set the 
framework and a clear carbon price.  The Government should not fill in all the details with 
clever –but ultimately doomed- models. 

Questions 

An audience member suggested that the setting of targets, which are known to be 
unattainable was a particularly dispiriting feature of the political response.  

Mr Newey said that the “game of targets” had been played on UK climate policy. The initial 
60 per cent reduction target was not met, the response was to push the deadline back and 
increase the target to 80 per cent.  

Back to top 
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Should Labour let high aviation tax make flying the preserve of the rich? - Transport 

Hub 

Speakers 
 

 Ed Anderson, Chairman of the Airport Operators Association (AoA); 

 Chris Crean, West Midlands Regional Campaign Coordinator, Friends of the Earth; 
and  

 Luke Polard, Head of Public Affairs, ABTA 
 
Ed Anderson (Chairman of the Airport Operators Association (AoA)) 
 
Mr Anderson explained that Air Passenger Duty (APD) was introduced in 1994 by Ken 
Clarke as a semi environmental tax. However recent Governments have admitted that it was 
a revenue raiser.  APD had increased by over 300% over the last few years and was 
damaging UK competitiveness. There was a danger that it would make flying the preserve of 
the rich as the cost of APD would soon approach £3 billion which was higher than any other 
European Country.  

The Fair Tax on Flying had been a massively successful campaign in bringing the 
unsustainable level of APD to the attention of politicians. Mr Anderson added that the 
industry wanted to see a study of the wider impacts of APD on the economy and there 
should be no increase until this research had been undertaken.  

Chris Crean (West Midlands Regional Campaign Coordinator, Friends of the Earth) 

Mr Crean suggested that APD was not a tax but a duty because it was a cost on pollution. 
He called for the conversation to factor in all the externalities of aviation. Aviation has an 
impact on air quality and noise and it was not just about climate change, he added.  

The EU Emissions Trading Scheme was another method in which the aviation industry was 
asked to pay for its externalities. However, he went on to highlight that there was no tax on 
aviation fuel.  
 
Questions 
Variable APD 

Medway Councillor Vince Maple said that if the Thames Estuary Airport was built it would 
result in the closure of Heathrow. He added that there was plenty of capacity across the UK 
and he wondered if a variable APD could be used to encourage airlines to move to other 
airports.  

In reply, Mr Crean said that it was important to discuss the issue of variable APD but the 
problem was that the debate at the moment was focused on Heathrow. The Committee on 
Climate Change had also highlighted that the carbon budgets should look at emissions both 
on the ground and in the sky, which are referred to as orphan emissions.  

Friends of the Earth had not done any research on variable APD and he was unaware of the 
issue.  
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Tristan Osborne Labour Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Chatham and Aylesford 
wondered what premise was behind the suggestion that APD would damage the aviation 
industry as passenger numbers were still predicted to increase.  

Opposing Heathrow expansion, Hounslow Councillor Ruth Cadbury was glad to see the 
Labour Party getting into a debate about national aviation capacity. She wondered if the 
industry would pay for insulation schemes around Heathrow to mitigate noise pollution. She 
also asked about the idea of a per plane duty.  

The Chair said that the Coalition had pledged to introduce a per plane duty, in reply, Mr 
Crean said that it would be an advantage if it resulted in fuller planes.  

Mr Anderson said that a Per Plane Duty would not result in fuller planers and doubted that it 
would be a good idea. Tax was too high and the AOA did not have a position on variable 
APD.  He went on to say that there were examples of airports trying to get new routes but 
airlines were refusing because it would not be economical because of APD.  

Mr Crean said the debate needed to be taken to the European and International level and 
that the Chicago agreement of 1944 which prevented tax on aviation fuel was undermining 
the issue.  

Graeme Mason, Planning & Corporate Affairs Director, Newcastle Airport said that APD was 
too high. He highlighted that Newcastle Airport had a turnover of £52 million but the 
Government would take £48.8 million in APD. He went on to say that shortly APD would be 
higher than the Airports total turnover.  Mr Mason claimed that if the Treasury could not be 
persuaded to lower APD then Newcastle would support variable APD instead. 

What other mode of transport did not have to pay fuel duty or VAT asked Brian Ross 
Economics Adviser to Stop Stansted Expansion. He went on to ask if there was any other 
product which had increased by less than 30% in the last 10 years - APD was currently £13 
compared to £10 10 years ago, he highlighted.  

Mr Crean wondered how Heathrow would react to variable APD. Birmingham airport was not 
getting a lot of flights to the US simply because there was not the demand, he suggested. 

Mr Crean stressed that the question was about whether the Aviation industry was paying the 
full share of its costs and the Labour Party needed to start discussing this in more detail. 
This would result in a greater understanding of the damaging consequences of such 
activities.  
 

Back to top 
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What is Labour's plan for aviation? - Transport Hub 

Speakers 
 

 Seema Malhotra MP; 

 Murad Qureshi, Labour London Assembly Member; 

 Luke pollard, Head of Public Affairs at ABTA; 

 Paul Clark, Former Labour Transport Minster; and 

 Chair - Darren Caplan, Chief Executive of the Airport Operators Association. 

 
Seema Malhotra MP 
Independent Aviation Connectivity Commission 

Labour had been calling for cross party talks and consensus in regard to possible Heathrow 
expansion and called for the Davies Commission to conclude before the next general 
election.  She stressed that there did not seem to be any consensus making at the moment 
and agreement was needed to help shape the aviation industry for the next 20 or 30 years.  

Ms Malhotra identified the Commission as incredibility important and the membership and 
terms of reference as vital. 

Heathrow 

Ms Malhotra said that Heathrow supported 110,000 local jobs and she would not “sleep 
walk” into the possibility of it being closed in order to build the Thames Estuary Airport.  

Noise 

Ms Malhotra recommended that minimum standards should be enshrined in law between the 
airport operators and local residents on noise mitigation issues. 

Murad Qureshi (Labour London Assembly Member) 

Murad Qureshi chairs the health and environment committee on the London assembly.  

Mr Qureshi hoped that Labour policy would become less Heathrow centric and more focused 
on regional airports.  He argued that Greater London only had Heathrow and City Airport as 
Luton, Gatwick and Stansted were not “geographically” London based.  

He opposed the idea of the Commission findings not being published until after the next 
general election.  

Darren Caplan (Chief Executive of the Airport Operators Association (AOA)) 

Mr Caplan identified that the coalition agreement made very few mentions of aviation and it 
would be 35 months since the UK last had airport strategy.  

He said that the was some shock when last year speaking at the AOA annual conference 
Maria Eagle had announced Labour’s opposition to a third runway at Heathrow.  
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Luke Pollard (Head of Public Affairs at ABTA) 

Mr Pollard highlighted disparity over aviation policy in the Shadow Transport team compared 
to the Shadow Leader’s office.  Labour’s plans were not in support of Boris Island or a third 
runway at Heathrow.  He identified the possibility of Labour acting strategically; noting that 
there are more labour marginal seats in Kent compared to west London.  

It was important to know what would happen in 2016 and beyond as the industry needed 
certainty for investment.  The Davies review offered the potential for an evidence based 
analysis of the issue but there was an urgency to get on with decision making.  

Mr Pollard stressed the need for the Labour Party to say what their aviation policy would be 
before the election. There was a potential for Labour to push for a decision to be made 
before the election, and Labour should not wed itself to the outcomes of the Davies 
Commission.  

Paul Clark (Former Labour Transport Minster) 

The Former Transport Minister agreed that Labour should be leading the debate but he 
stressed that Labour had done a lot of work in the run up to the 2003 white paper. It included 
requirements on air pollution and noise in regard to the expansion of Heathrow.  

The Davies Commission had been universally welcomed, however, he was concerned that 
the expectation was very high but it would be wrong for parties to say that they would accept 
all the proposals. In addition it would also be wrong to go into the next election not knowing 
where the parties stood on the issue of aviation. He hoped that Maria Eagle and her team 
would be pressing for Labour to make its position known before the election.  

He added that all Governments wanted to create the idea that was joined up. However, the 
Thames Estuary Airport was not thought of as part of this joined up thinking, especially in 
regard to HS2 and other transport links. 

On the idea of a lost decade of aviation planning, Mr Clark said that it was bizarre for the 
Conservative’s to oppose Heathrow expansion as labour had already done the hard work in 
laying the political foundations for a new runway. 
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Connecting our cities – a priority for growth - Transport Hub 

Speakers 
 

 Lilian Greenwood, Shadow Regional and Local Transport Minister; 

 Cllr Andrew Fender, Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) Chairman; 

 Councillor Jane Urquhart, Labour Nottinghamshire County;  

 Dr Adam Marshall, British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) Director of Policy & 
External Affairs; and  

 Chair - Mary Bonar, Light Rapid Transport Forum (LRTF) Chair. 

Lilian Greenwood (Shadow Regional and Local Transport Minister) 

Ms Greenwood highlighted that light rail in the UK was still in its “infancy”.  Over £1bn had 
been spent on light rail between 2005 and 2010, but other European nations are ahead of 
that. 

The Shadow Minister said local authorities transport authorities needed to be empowered to 
make strategic planning.  She added that trams could help the UK achieve a modal shift 
toward carbon neutral modes of transport and stressed the benefits of light rail to the local 
environment, for example in improving local air quality by reducing tail pipe emissions. 

On the devolution of transport powers, Ms Greenwood said Labour would look to devolve 
power to areas based on current transport areas, rather than to Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs). 

Cllr Andrew Fender (Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) Chairman) 

Manchester was currently in the middle of the £1.4bn phase 3of the light rail project, which 
would reach as far as Manchester Airport, Cllr Fender said. This link was about connecting 
people to growth and jobs. 

All extensions had been funded from the TfGM transport fund, which saw resources pooled 
and directed to the projects of the greatest economic benefit, Cllr Fender said. He added the 
Wythenshawe and Manchester Airport extension was being funded entirely out of locally 
generated revenue. 

Concluding, Cllr Fender said the work on the tram link and the Northern Hub would be key 
negotiating elements in the Manchester City Deal. Any money returned from central 
government would be reinvested in local transport structure. 

Dr Adam Marshall, (British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) Director of Policy and 
External Affairs) 

Employers were aware of the need for quality urban transport, especially given the UK had 
not planned any major road projects since 1990.  Light rail gave businesses “an investment 
reassurance”, because it was a solid benefit for them.  Dr Marshall felt there was a 
considerable gap between local businesses and transport bodies in some areas of the UK. 

http://www.dehavilland.co.uk/Verticals/Monitor/MoStart.aspx?items=18485913&id=18485913&src=alerts&searchtext=
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Light rail did not get the best treatment from Department for Transport (DfT) officials and 
political short-termism often put paid to major transport initiatives. He said it did not stop 
action in London, owing to the importance of the city. 
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Urban Transport: Time for Whitehall to go? – Passenger Transport Executive Group 

(pteg) 

Speakers 

 

 Maria Eagle, Shadow Transport Secretary; 

 Clive Betts, Communities and Local Government Committee Chair and Labour MP;  

 Sir Richard Leese, Manchester City Council Leader; 

 Geoff Inskip, pteg Chair; and 

 Chair - Cllr David Wood, Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority (ITA) Chair. 

Maria Eagle (Shadow Transport Secretary) 
Joint transport policies 

Ms Eagle said wider cities regions should be encouraged to work together to create a more 
cohesive transport policy, a vision Labour would put at the heart of its transport policy.  Ms 
Eagle was clear that it was not about top-down control from Whitehall. She added that more 
“powers, responsibilities and funding” for regional roads and rail should be devolved to a 
local level. 

Drawing attention to the recent publication of the policy paper ‘Empowering Communities to 
Improve Local Transport’, Labour had looked to France, Denmark and Sweden for new 
solutions, Ms Eagle said.  The review had also concluded that transport functioned better at 
regional level, through better cooperation between local transport authorities as the key 
factor. 

Local Enterprise Partnerships 

Ms Eagle noted the Government had decided to allocate funding for local transport to the 
“unaccountable” Local Enterprises Partnerships (LEPs). 

Sir Richard Leese (Manchester City Council Leader) 

Sir Richard said it was vital to have a Transport Secretary who remained in post long enough 
to gain a better understanding of the brief, criticising the Coalition for appointing three people 
to the post in two and half years. 

Effective local transport management 

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) had wider powers than just public transport, 
having some responsibilities for the highways. Sir Richard added there should agreement 
between national and local government on how best to manage such arrangements. 

Citing an example of effective local transport management, Sir Richard drew attention to the 
tramline running out to Manchester Airport. 

Back to top 
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3 October 2012 

The energy-industrial revolution: How the UK can lead the world in low-carbon – 

Friends of the Earth, IPPR and WWF 

Speakers 

 David Norman, World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF); 

 Dimitri Zenghelis, London School of Economics; 

 Will Straw, Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR); 

 Andrew Pendleton, Friends of the Earth; and 

 Chair - Sue Ferns, Prospect. 

Andrew Pendleton 

Mr Pendleton explained that it would be a challenge for Labour to see through the inclusion 
of the 2030 decarbonisation targets in the Energy Bill, which he predicted would be a “tough 
fight”.  It would probably have to be introduced as an amendment, he said, and Labour 
would most likely need the help of the Liberal Democrats to get it through.  

Back to top 
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