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SASIG 2011/12 Meeting Date 
 
The forthcoming SASIG meeting in 2011/12 will be on:  

Friday 24 February 2012 
 
Meetings are held between 11am and 1pm, at Local Government House, Smith Square, SW1P 3HZ, 
with lunch provided afterwards; a location map is at  
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=27909. 
back to top 
 
 
 
Central Government and Agencies 
 
Autumn Statement delivered by Chancellor 
29 November 2011 
 
The Chancellor has delivered his Autumn Statement to Parliament, alongside publication of the Office 
for Budget Responsibility’s updated forecasts for growth and borrowing. He announced permanent 
reductions in spending to ensure that the UK meets its fiscal targets, using some of those savings in the 
short-term to fund infrastructure investment to generate long-term growth. Alongside this, he 
announced measures to help households and businesses cope with higher inflation and to ensure that 
deficit reduction is implemented fairly.  
 
The key issues addressed in relation to transport and aviation are the commitment to improving 
infrastructure and the extension of Air Passenger Duty (APD) to business jets effective from April 2013. 
Details will be set out in the Government’s response to the APD consultation on 6 December 2011. 
 
Building on the first phase of the Growth Review, the Government is taking action to accelerate its 
supply side reforms to invest in infrastructure, support enterprise and lay the foundations for strong, 
balanced growth, including: £6.3 billion of additional infrastructure spending over the Spending Review 
period, of which £1.3 billion was announced earlier in the autumn. This includes: 

• investing over £1 billion to tackle areas of congestion and improve the national road 
network; 

• committing £170 million of extra funding to allow more local transport projects to go ahead; 

• investing £100 million to create 'super-connected' cities across the UK, with 80-100 
megabits per second broadband and city-wide high-speed mobile connectivity; 

• increasing the Regional Growth Fund by £1 billion; 

• commitments to £5 billion of capital projects in the next Spending Review as part of the 
National Infrastructure Plan; and 

• 100% capital allowances in Sheffield, the Black Country, Liverpool, Tees Valley, North 
Eastern and Humber Enterprise Zones. 

 
The Autumn Statement document, containing full details of all measures, can be downloaded from: 
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/as2011_index.htm
back to top
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Defra confirms review of impact of EU Directives on development 
29 November 2011 
 
The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has confirmed it is to carry out an in-
depth analysis of how well the EU Habitats and Birds Directives are being applied to ‘protected sites’ in 
England. This move, signalled in the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement, will involve stakeholders and 
other Government departments. The review will be completed by March 2012, followed by new 
guidance that is scheduled to be available by the time of next year’s Budget.  
 
Protected sites are Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) under the Habitats Directive and Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) under the Birds Directive. There are currently 251 SACs and 84 SPAs in 
England, covering about 6% of land and 24% of inshore waters 
 
Defra has explained the analysis will focus on obligations in the legislation that affect the authorisation 
process for proposed development “with a view to reducing the burdens on businesses while 
maintaining and where possible enhancing environmental benefits”. 
 
As part of the exercise the Department plans to make it easier for businesses to understand what they 
must do to comply with the Directives by improving Natural England’s support and assistance to 
developers. 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/11/29/habitats-and-birds-directives/
back to top
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Westminster Debate 
 
MPs debate Winter 2010 transport disruption 
1 December 2011 
 
The Government, Local Authorities, transport providers and the operators of Gatwick and Heathrow 
airports were better prepared in 2011 than they were in 2010 to tackle serious weather, MPs have 
heard. Responding to a debate on the 2010 winter transport disruption, Transport Minister, Norman 
Baker, said he hoped that it would not be necessary to have an independent review this winter. 
 
On weather forecasting, Mr Foster said the Government was considering sympathetically the 
suggestion to invest £10 million in supercomputing capability for weather forecasting. He argued there 
was a need to understand the benefits of more detailed forecasting and its role alongside other 
measures designed to increase the resilience of transport infrastructure to disruption from extreme 
winter weather. 

Bringing the debate, Labour Transport Committee Chair, Louise Ellman, drew attention to the 
Committee’s report ‘Keeping the UK Moving: The Impact on Transport of the Winter Weather in 
December 2010’. She noted that the report considered how effective co-ordination of information and 
action - including preventative action to deal with problems and recovery - could mitigate the impact of 
bad weather in an ongoing process. 

Hoping that the report had shown transport providers they should be doing more to put passenger 
welfare first, Ms Ellman also hoped that transportation links would operate in the interests of the public 
despite bad weather. She called on the Government to implement all of the Quarmby 
recommendations1 and to commission an independent review if there was bad weather this winter. 
 
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) would continue its work on improving the resilience of airport 
operations, including by monitoring the progress made by airport operators to improve their 
performance through implementation of agreed capacity reduction plans in relation to an emergency 
timetable, he said. He added that the Department for Transport (DfT) would be monitoring future 
events, including access to airports, to ensure that there was co-ordination between modes of 
transport. 
 
Mike Wood MP stated the need to have sufficient runway clearing equipment in place at the UK’s 
airports, and to have de-icing vehicles on the electrified railways. 
 
1 'Winter Resilience Review' – an independent review of the resilience of England's transport systems. 
http://transportwinterresilience.independent.gov.uk/index
 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/december/keeping-the-uk-moving-westminster-hall-
debate/
back to top
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House of Commons News 
 
Rutley, D responds to the Autumn Statement 
29 November 2011  
 
David Rutley MP (Con; Macclesfield): I welcome the Chancellor’s statement and the announcement 
today that the Manchester airport A6 link road will be brought forward. That will be a real boost for 
Manchester and north-east Cheshire. Does my right hon. Friend agree that capital investment is the 
right way to strengthen our regions, rather than relying on the increases in public sector spending that 
we saw from the last Government? 
 
George Osborne MP (Chancellor of the Exchequer): My hon. Friend is absolutely right. As my 
constituency is affected by that road link, I very much welcome it, although I stress that the decision 
was not taken by me for that reason. He will know, and local people will remember, that that road 
scheme was cancelled in the first week of the Labour Government in 1997, and I am glad that we have 
now been able to take steps to help south Manchester and north Cheshire grow. 
 
back to top
 
 
House of Commons report 'Aviation: proposals for an airport in the Thames estuary, 1945-2011' 
28 November 2011 
 
Over the years there have been a large number of proposals to build a variety of types of airport near or 
in the Thames Estuary, dating back to 1943. This note outlines the various on-shore proposals that 
have been put forward and the Marinair off-shore proposal. Boris Johnson’s proposals for a Thames 
Estuary airport are dealt with in a briefing note SN6144 (http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-
papers/SN06144.pdf). 

http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/SN04920.pdf
back to top
 
 
House of Commons Questions 
 
Fitzpatrick, J. – Scottish air services 
1 December 2011  
 
Jim Fitzpatrick (Lab; Poplar and Limehouse): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport whether 
she has had recent discussions with the Secretary of State for Scotland on Scottish air services. 
 
Theresa Villiers (Transport Minister): my right hon. friend Justine Greening (Transport Secretary), 
has discussed Scottish air services with Michael Moore MP (Secretary of State for Scotland) and the 
Government fully recognise the importance of air services between Scotland and the rest of the UK. 
 
It is the Government's intention to develop an aviation policy framework which supports economic 
growth and seeks to create the right conditions for regional airports, and those in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, to flourish. The Government published a scoping document that asked a series of 
questions, including on regional airports, to stimulate discussion on aviation policy. The responses we 
have received to the scoping document will help to inform the development of a draft framework, which 
we intend to publish for full public consultation in March 2012. 

Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
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Greatrex, T. - Heathrow to Belfast air route 
30 November 2011  
 
Tom Greatrex (Lab/Co-op; Rutherglen and Hamilton West): To ask the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland what discussions he has had with BMI and International Airlines Group on the London 
Heathrow to Belfast City air route. 
 
Owen Paterson (Transport Minister): I met Mr Willie Walsh, the Chief Executive of International 
Airlines Group on 16 November 2011 to discuss the opportunities that Northern Ireland airports can 
offer airlines and the needs of Northern Ireland business and leisure passengers. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
Fitzpatrick, J. - Heathrow Airport (slot allocations) 
28 November 2011 
 
Jim Fitzpatrick (Lab; Poplar and Limehouse): To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation 
and Skills whether competition levels are a consideration in the allocation of slots at Heathrow airport. 
 
Andrew Bridgen (Con; North West Leicestershire): To ask the Secretary of State for Business, 
Innovation and Skills what assessment he has made of any competition issues from one airline group 
holding the majority of slots at Heathrow Airport. 
 
The Aviation Minister, Theresa Villiers, was tasked with responding, and she referred to the written 
answer given to another Parliamentary Question the same day in relation to the proposed sale of the 
airline BMI:  
"Proposals for the sale of BMI are a commercial matter for its owner, Lufthansa. Any competition issues 
arising from the proposed sale of BMI would be subject to consideration by the appropriate UK and/or 
EU competition authorities. The allocation, transfer and exchange of slots at Heathrow are governed by 
EU law. Decisions on how airlines utilise airport slots are commercial matters for the airlines concerned. 
The UK Government and Civil Aviation Authority have no role in this." 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
Connarty, M. - Air Passenger Duty (APD) revenue 
28 November 2011 
 
Michael Connarty (Lab; Linlithgow and East Falkirk): To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what 
estimate he has made of the (a) level of receipts from air passenger duty and (b) revenue from the 
entry of aviation into the EU Emissions Trading Scheme in 2012-13. 
 
Chloe Smith (Con; Norwich North): The Office of Budget Responsibility revenue forecasts for all air 
passenger duty and EU Emissions Trading Scheme receipts were set out on page 92 of the Budget 
2011 document. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
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Connarty, M. - Changes in Air Passenger Duty (APD) 
28 November 2011 
 
Michael Connarty (Lab; Linlithgow and East Falkirk): To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what 
assessment he has made of the effect of changes in air passenger duty on (a) businesses and (b) the 
economy.  

Chloe Smith (Transport Minister): The Budget launched a consultation on air passenger duty. A large 
number of responses to the consultation were submitted, including the views of business. The 
Government will publish their response later this autumn. 

Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
Donohoe, B. & Smith, H – Improving business through supporting aviation 
28 November 2011 
 
Brian Donohoe (Lab; Central Ayrshire): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what discussions 
she has had with (a) business representatives and (b) aviation groups on improving aviation in order to 
support businesses. 
 
Henry Smith (Con; Crawley): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what discussions she has 
had with (a) business representatives and (b) aviation groups on improving aviation for the purposes of 
supporting businesses.  
 
Theresa Villiers (Aviation Minister): Justine Greening MP (Transport Secretary) and I regularly 
engage with business and aviation representatives on a range of aviation issues. The Government 
want to see a successful aviation sector which facilitates economic growth and addresses its 
environmental impacts. We are committed to issuing a Sustainable Framework for UK Aviation for 
public consultation in spring 2012. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
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Wayne, D & Fitzpatrick, J. – Airline competition and slot allocation at Heathrow 
28 November 2011 
 
Wayne David (Lab; Caerphilly): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport  
(1) what discussions she has had with the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills on 
competition issues following the sale of BMI;  
(2) what recent assessment she has made of levels of competition in air services between Scotland 
and London Heathrow;  
(3) what recent assessment she has made of the effect of one airline group owning a majority of slots at 
Heathrow Airport.  
 
Jim Fitzpatrick (Lab; Poplar and Limehouse): To ask the Secretary of State for Transport  
(1) what recent assessment she has made of the level of competition in air services between Scotland 
and Heathrow airport;   
(2) what recent assessment she has made of the potential effects on the level of competition of one 
airline group owning a majority of slots at Heathrow airport.  
 
Theresa Villiers (Aviation Minister): Proposals for the sale of BMI are a commercial matter for its 
owner, Lufthansa. Any competition issues arising from the proposed sale of BMI would be subject to 
consideration by the appropriate UK and/or EU competition authorities. The allocation, transfer and 
exchange of slots at Heathrow are governed by EU law. Decisions on how airlines utilise airport slots 
are commercial matters for the airlines concerned. The UK Government and Civil Aviation Authority 
have no role in this. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most of the Parliamentary information in this Bulletin and some news items were sourced from 
De Havilland Information Services plc. 

The following sources are also used: ABTN Air & Business Travel News, ACI Airports Council 
International, AERBT An Executive Review of Business Travel, Airwise.com, Anna Aero, Aviation 

International, BAA Ltd, ENDS Environmental Data Services, Financial Times, IATA International Air 
Transport Association, BBC, The Guardian, The Independent, Planning Portal, The Telegraph, 

Transportinfo, United Kingdom Parliament. 
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SASIG, PO Box 1308, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2WF.   Tel: (020) 8541 9459 
Fax: (020) 8541 9447  Email: sasig@surreycc.gov.uk  Website: www.sasig.org.uk 
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