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SASIG 2011/12 Meeting Date 
 
The forthcoming SASIG meeting in 2011/12 will be on:  
     Friday 24 February 2012 
 
Meetings are held between 11am and 1pm, at Local Government House, Smith Square, SW1P 3HZ, 
with lunch provided afterwards; a location map is at  
 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=27909. 
back to top 
 
Central Government and Agencies 
 
Urgent action needed by Mayor to improve London's air quality, says Greater London Assembly 
9 November 2011  
 
The London Assembly has called on the Mayor to take faster and stronger action to deal with harmful 
air pollution. A motion agreed by the Assembly said the amount of nitrogen dioxide in the capital’s air is 
higher than any other European capital city and recently published Government plans show levels may 
not be reduced to legal limits until 2025. 
 
Assembly Members said Londoners should not have to wait another decade for clean and healthy air to 
breathe. In the absence of sufficient urgent action at national level, Members called for the Mayor to 
update his Air Quality Strategy to ensure that the capital’s air meets legal standards for nitrogen dioxide 
by 2015, at the latest. 
 
http://www.london.gov.uk/media/press_releases_london_assembly/urgent-action-needed-mayor-
improve-london%E2%80%99s-air-quality-says-assembly
back to top
 
 
UK's international shipping emissions should be included in climate targets 
3 November 2011 
 
The Committee on Climate Change (CCC) has said that the UK's share of international shipping could 
account for up to 11% of total emissions permitted under the Climate Change Act by 2050 (i.e. 18 Mt 
CO2 of total 160 Mt CO2; Mt = megatonne). 
 
In recognition of this material proportion of emissions, and to address the implications for other sectors, 
the CCC has therefore recommended that the UK's share of international shipping should be included 
in the 2050 UK target. 

The Committee also recommended that the Government should work with the European Commission 
to resolve uncertainties about current emissions by acquiring fuel use data from ship operators; and 
that the Government should support market-based approaches to reducing shipping emissions - ideally 
globally, but if not, at the EU level. 

In March 2012, the CCC will produce further advice on future aviation emissions in a report on 
international aviation and shipping. Under the 2008 Climate Change Act, Parliament must decide by the 
end of 2012 whether or not to include emissions from international aviation and shipping in domestic 
carbon budgets. 
 
http://www.theccc.org.uk/news/press-releases/1104-ccc-review-suggests-that-the-uks-share-of-
international-shipping-emissions-should-be-included-in-climate-targets-3-nov-20
back to top
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Airport growth forecasts published by Government – and widely refuted 
9 November 2011 
 
The Department for Transport (DfT) has published growth forecasts for UK airports up to 20501, 
alongside their response2 to the 'Aviation Report' published in 2009 by the Committee on Climate 
Change (CCC).  
 
These forecasts have been widely discredited by aviation industry representatives due to discrepancies 
between their own forecasts and those of the DfT. These discrepancies range from being both lower 
and higher than industry commentators expect, and appear to be predicated on restricted growth at the 
larger London airports. 
 
The DfT has explained that the purpose of such forecasts is to inform long-term strategic aviation 
forecasts, not to predict levels at individual airports. That aside, these forecasts are only of value for 
long-term planning if users have confidence in them, and the compound discrepancies evident in these 
forecasts raises the spectre that they are not even of use for that purpose. 
 
 
1 Department for Transport (DfT) UK airport growth forecasts up to 2050:- 
www.dft.gov.uk/publications/uk-aviation-forecasts-2011
2 DfT response to the 'Aviation Report' published in 2009 by the Committee on Climate Change (CCC):- 
www.dft.gov.uk/publications/reducing-co2-emissions

back to top
 
 
 
 
Westminster Committees 
 
Transport Select Committee - Good case for high-speed rail to run to Birmingham and beyond 
8 November 2011  

There is a good case for a high-speed rail network, linking London and the major cities of the Midlands, 
the North and Scotland, according to the Transport Select Committee. Launching 'High Speed Rail' – 
the report of the Committee's Inquiry into high-speed rail and the Government’s proposal for a new 
high-speed rail line, HS2 – Committee Chair, Louise Ellman, said such a network would provide a step 
change in the capacity, quality, reliability and frequency of rail services between major UK cities. 

Alongside the potential to boost growth, however, the substantial negative impacts on the countryside 
and communities along the route must also be reflected in the business case for HS2 and future 
phases of the project, the Committee reported. 
 
The full report is available here: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmtran/1185/1185vw.pdf
back to top
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House of Commons Questions 
 
Jamieson, C. – Implications for Scottish businesses and travellers of bmi sale to BA 
10 November 2011 
 
Cathy Jamieson (Lab/Co-op; Kilmarnock and Loudoun): Are Ministers aware that there is growing 
concern about the potential sale of British Midland International to British Airways, which could have 
damaging consequences for Scottish businesses and travellers? I appreciate that under the Enterprise 
Act 2002 this is a matter for the Office of Fair Trading, but will Ministers keep an overview and, if 
appropriate, report to Parliament? 
 
Justine Greening (Transport Secretary): I have already spoken to Willie Walsh about the proposed 
deal, which, as the hon. Lady will be aware, has some way to go before it is finalised and before we 
know about the impact on connectivity. She will also be aware that a scoping document consultation 
has just closed. When we look at the emerging strategy for aviation, it is important to ensure that we 
see a United Kingdom in the sense that we should have a well connected transport policy. 
 
back to top
 
 
Lopresti, J. – Departmental responsibilities and success of major scheme bid for Bristol 
10 November 2011  
 
Jack Lopresti (Con; Filton and Bradley Stoke): To ask the Transport Secretary if she will make a 
statement on her Departmental responsibilities. 

Justine Greening (Transport Secretary): In just under four weeks in this job, I have met a range of 
people, organisations and Parliamentarians involved in the transport world. For example, I have met the 
Select Committee on Transport, the industry-formed Rail Delivery Group and the Motorists Forum. I 
have also addressed the Airport Operators Association and visited the Thameslink site at Blackfriars to 
see for myself the progress being made with that vital project. 

I am clear that my key objective is to ensure that the Department for Transport plays its role in being a 
driver of economic growth, not just today but in the future, by helping people and goods to get from A to 
B, while also helping the UK’s delivery of key environmental goals. 

Jack Lopresti: Officials in the Secretary of State’s Department are considering the north-west Bristol to 
Hengrove major scheme bid. The scheme supports the delivery of 23,000 new homes, more than 100 
hectares of employment land and 150,000 square metres of offices for local businesses and industry. 
Does she agree that the bid fits in well with the Government’s growth agenda? 

Justine Greening: I am very well aware of that bid, which was received by the Department on 9 
September. It is currently being assessed alongside the other 44 schemes that have been submitted for 
the development pool. We hope to be in a position to announce which of those 45 schemes will receive 
funding later this year. 

back to top
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Wilson, R.- Heathrow rail access 
10 November 2011  
 
Rob Wilson (Con; Reading East): May I welcome the Government investment in Reading station, 
which will make a massive difference to punctuality across the whole network? Will the Minister express 
his support for a western link into Heathrow, which would offer major economic benefits for the south-
west, Wales and Reading, and improved punctuality? 
 
Norman Baker (Transport Minister): I recognise the strong case for better access on the rail network 
to our major airports, including of course Heathrow, and my right hon. Friend the Minister of State has 
been particularly concerned about that. We want to improve access to Heathrow, and of course we 
have to ensure that any plans tie in with anything that might be done with high-speed rail. 
 
back to top
 
 
Wright, I.- Effect of airports policy on economic growth 
3 November 2011  
 
Iain Wright (Lab; Hartlepool): To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
recent discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Transport on the effect of airports policy 
on economic growth.  
 
Mark Prisk (Business and Enterprise Minister): The Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, the right hon. Member for Twickenham (Vince Cable), and the Secretary of State for Transport, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Putney (Justine Greening), together with officials, have regular 
meetings as part of the process of policy development and delivery to discuss a wide range of issues. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
 
House of Lords 
 
Baroness Gibson – Purpose and collection of Air Passenger Duty (APD) 
7 November 2011  
 
Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen (Lab): To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the primary 
purpose of air passenger duty. 
To ask Her Majesty's Government whether air passenger duty will be phased out as revenue from 
aviation entering the European Union Emissions Trading Scheme starts to be received by HM 
Treasury. 
 
Lord Sassoon (Commercial Secretary to the Treasury): Air passenger duty is, fundamentally, a 
revenue-raising duty that makes an important contribution to the public finances. In meeting revenue 
requirements, the Government consider aviation taxes in the round. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 

 
 

 
 www.dehavilland.co.uk                                                                        Information provided by DeHavilland political intelligence service 

 

5



 

Baroness Gibson – Support for UK aviation sector during economic downturn 
3 November 2011  
 
Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen (Lab): To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, given the 
Department for Transport's assertion in the UK Aviation Forecast's report (August 2011) that "The 
recent financial crisis and associated recession caused the biggest fall in activity at United Kingdom 
airports since 1950", they have plans to introduce measures to assist this sector pending the 
publication of the Sustainable Framework for UK Aviation in March 2013. 
 
Earl Attlee (Lords Government Transport Spokesperson): The Government want to see a 
successful aviation sector which facilitates economic growth and addresses its environmental impacts. 
We will issue a sustainable framework for UK aviation for public consultation in spring 2012. In the 
meantime, we are pursuing a number of measures to support the sector, including taking forward the 
recommendations of the South East Airports Taskforce, and reforming the economic regulation of 
airports to put passengers at the heart of the regulatory regime and to support investment in our 
airports. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
Baroness Gibson – Aviation's contribution to infrastructure and economic growth 
3 November 2011  
 
Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen (Lab): To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
assessment of the contribution of airports to the United Kingdom's infrastructure and to economic 
growth. 
 
Earl Attlee (Lords Government Transport Spokesperson): Aviation makes a significant contribution, 
both directly and indirectly, to the UK economy. We want to maximise this contribution in the future and 
explore how aviation growth can occur, while ensuring that it is genuinely sustainable. 
 
The air transport sector's turnover in 2009 was around £26 billion; the sector directly generated around 
£9 billion of economic output and directly provided 120,000 jobs in the UK, supporting many more 
indirectly. Aviation plays a crucial role in facilitating business and trade, for example, in 2010 goods 
worth £113 billion were shipped by air freight between the UK and non-EU countries representing 38 
per cent of total trade with those countries. 
 
Click here to view the source of this item online. 
back to top
 
 
 

The Parliamentary information in this Bulletin was sourced from 
De Havilland Information Services plc. 

The following sources are also used: ABTN Air & Business Travel News, ACI Airports Council 
International, AERBT An Executive Review of Business Travel, Airwise.com, Anna Aero, Aviation 

International, BAA Ltd, ENDS Environmental Data Services, Financial Times, IATA International Air 
Transport Association, BBC, The Guardian, The Independent, Planning Portal, The Telegraph, 

Transportinfo, United Kingdom Parliament. 
 

 
 SASIG, PO Box 1308, Kingston upon Thames, KT1 2WF.   Tel: (020) 8541 9459 

Fax: (020) 8541 9447  Email: sasig@surreycc.gov.uk  Website: www.sasig.org.uk 
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