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Regional News Industry News 

 
31 Mar 2014 -      Air China is set to resume flights between Gatwick and Beijing following a break in service over 

the winter.  
31 Mar 2014 -      Mayor of London Boris Johnson has said that a new city with 190,000 homes and 'thousands of 

jobs' could be created if Heathrow Airport were to close in West London.  
31 Mar 2014 -      Kent's Lydd Airport has announced that the first phase of its £25m development plan is now 

underway with the appointment of Capita to manage and design its runway extension.  
1 Apr 2014 -        The Dutch airline operator KLM has re-introduced a fourth daily service to Schiphol from 

Norwich.  
1 Apr 2014 -        A new campaign group has formed among communities living around the Gatwick Airport area 

are protesting that changes to the airport's flight paths create too much noise.  
1 Apr 2014 -        Airports operator Manchester Airports Group (MAG) has announced plans to expand its 

planning team to cope with an increasing workload at Manchester Airport.  
3 Apr 2014 -        Workers at Manston Airport have presented short-term and long-term business plans to the 

airport’s management in an attempt to ensure the viability of the Kent airport. Regional Officer of 
the Unite union, Ian McCoulough said, ’the management have now taken away the plans to 
consider and we will be meeting them again next Thursday (10 April).’  The Government has 
been approached for help at the airport after an offer from an unnamed buyer was withdrawn. 
The Leader of the House of Commons, Mr Andrew Langley, has pledged to raise the issue with 
Transport ministers. 

3 Apr 2014 -        Prime Minister David Cameron has denied suggestions that Birmingham Airport is being 
overlooked in the Government's long term aviation strategy.  

4 Apr 2014 -        A new bus service from Burton and Swadlincote and other parts of South Derbyshire and Ashby 
to East Midlands Airport has been proposed by South Derbyshire District Council. 

4 Apr 2014 -        Leader of Rochford District Council, Terry Cutmore, has welcomed six new routes being 
provided by the airline operator Flybe, from Southend Airport.  

4 Apr 2014 -        Liberal Democrat Councillor Ryk Downes, who represents Otley and Yeadon, in Yorkshire has 
called for a vote of confidence from Leeds City Council on the future of Leeds Bradford Airport. 

4 Apr 2014 -        London Gatwick has opened its public consultation on second runway options, which invites the 
local community to feedback online, by post or in person at one of 16 public exhibitions.  

 
27 Mar 2014 -   Carolyn McCall, the Chief Executive of easyJet, said the airline operator would look at flying 

from Heathrow in future ‘if it was right for us’, denying that Heathrow Airport is too 
expensive for 'low-cost airlines'. 

31 Mar 2014 -   Based on reports from over 1105 airports worldwide, Airports Council International (ACI) 
preliminary passenger traffic results for 2013 show that the top six ranked positions with 
respect to the world’s busiest airports remained unchanged as compared to the previous 
year - Although Atlanta (-1.1 per cent) remains the world’s busiest airport, Beijing (+2.2 per 
cent) continues to close the gap in second position.  

31 Mar 2014 -   The airline operator easyJet has agreed a new 10 year contract with Luton Airport which 
could see the airline more than double its size at the airport from four to nine million 
passengers a year.  

1 Apr 2014 -      British Chambers of Commerce have published a report ‘Heathrow: A national asset’ which 
aims to describe the impact of an expanded Heathrow Airport, to the UK. 

1 Apr 2014 -      The rail union RMT has announced that it is to begin balloting staff this week across 
Heathrow Express for industrial action in response to a package of multi-million pound cuts 
which amount to an all-out assault on pay, jobs and safety.  

1 Apr 2014 -      Global consultancy company Accenture has stated that it has reduced its carbon emissions 
per employee by 36 per cent against its 2007 baseline, primarily through increased use of 
video conferencing and green procurement standards.  

1 Apr 2014 -      Heathrow Airport have announced that it would not appeal against new economic regulation 
which will see airport charges cut over the next five years.  

1 Apr 2014 -      A new operational procedure to cut the amount of time aircraft circle in ‘holding stacks’ at 
Heathrow Airport is set to begin today (1 April).  

1 Apr 2014 -      The airline operator Saudia has reinstated its direct route from Jeddah to Manchester after 
five years. 

1 Apr 2014 -      Catherine McKinnell, MP for Newcastle Tyne-Upon_Wear North, joined Newcastle Airport 
staff to launch English Tourism Week. 

1 Apr 2014 -      TAM Airlines and US Airways have officially completed their transition from Star Alliance to 
Oneworld.  

2 Apr 2014 -      Former Aviation Minister Michael Spicer has warned that British Airways may be forced 
from Heathrow Airport because of ‘uncertainties’ about the airport’s future capacity.  

 

Media News 

 
31 Mar 2014 -   The airline operator Flybe is implementing a brand and marketing strategy focusing on ‘time-saving travel’, including television spots, alongside a website overhaul and the introduction of purple as a colour it 

can ‘own’.  
1 Apr 2014 -     The Chief Executive of Heathrow Airport, Colin Matthews is to leave his position in June after the opening of the New Terminal 2 building. 
3 Apr 2014 -     Luton Airport has announced the five winning artists from its recent Gateway Gallery competition.  
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